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What is Sin and What is The Law of Righteousness?
What is sin?

1 John 3:4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness, for sin is
lawlessness.

Since sin is lawlessness and God expects righteousness, we should listen to
the righteous book of the Law that we are told by Jehovah to practice.

Deuteronomy 30:10 for you shall listen to the voice of Jehovah your God, to
keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the
Law, and if you turn to Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your
soul.

The first five books of the bible, known in Hebrew as the Torah, contain the book
of the Law. The most notable list of these statutes and judgements are known
as “The 10 Commandments” and can be found in the Exodus chapter 20 and
Deuteronomy chapter 5. Perhaps set this pamphlet aside and read these
chapters now, as the Law of Yehovah contains words to live by.

Ezekiel 20:11 And | gave them My statutes and showed them My judgments,
which if a man do, he shall even live in them.

If we want our prayers to be heard, we should not turn away from the Law. Other
than a repentant confession of the sin, does God hear the prayers of one who
violates even His 10 Commandments (ie: one who steals? Commits murder?
does not keep the Sabbaths? Commits adultery? etc.)?

Proverbs 28:9 He who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
is a hateful thing.

This is a strong statement, and some who are new to the scriptures might need
to have the reassurance that the New Testament agrees with the Old Testament
concerning this Law. Indeed, it does. So, Is the Law still good?

Romans 7:12 So indeed the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just
and good.

Did Jesus come to destroy this Law?

Matthew 5:17-19 Do not think that | have come to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | have not come to destroy but to fulfill. For truly | say to you, Till the
heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any way pass
from the Law until all is fulfilled. Therefore whoever shall relax one of these
commandments, the least, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of Heaven. But whoever shall do and teach them, the same shall
be called great in the kingdom of Heaven.

Hosea 14:2 Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah. Say to Him, Take away
all iniquity, and receive us graciously, that we may repay with the calves of our
lips.

Through this offering of prayer, we can ask this same God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob to remove iniquity (sin/lawlessness) from us and teach us His ways.

Psalms 119:108 | pray You, take the free-will offerings of my mouth, O Jehovah,
and teach me Your judgments.

Our prayers are to be our continual sacrifice to Him.

Hebrews 13:15 By Him, then, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, confessing His name.

With King David as our example, We can ask Yehovah to keep our hearts from
evil things and let our prayers be as incense and a daily sacrifice to Him:

Psalms 141:1-4 A Psalm of David. O Jehovah, | cry to You; make haste to me,
give ear to my voice when | cry to You. Let my prayer be set forth before You as
incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Set a watch, O
Jehovah, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. Let not my heart turn aside
to any evil thing, to practice wicked works with men who work iniquity; and let me
not eat of their delicacies.

Do You want Your Prayers to be Heard?

One might assume that Yehovah, our God, hears all prayers. But King David
asks more than once that his prayers be heard. Why does David say this?

Psalms 102:1-2 A prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed and pours
out his complaint before Jehovah. Hear my prayer, O Jehovah, and let my cry
come to You. Hide not Your face from me in the day when | am in trouble; bow
down Your ear to me; in the day | call, answer me quickly.

We, too, want Yehovah to look towards us and hear our prayers and bless us.

Numbers 6:24-27 Jehovah bless you and keep you. Jehovah make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. Jehovah lift up His face to you and give
you peace. And they shall put My name upon the sons of Israel. And I, | will bless
them.

These are good prayers, but what could hinder prayer?

Sin Hinders our Prayers
We want our God to be attentive to our prayers, but there is a condition.

1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears open
to their prayers. But the Lord's face is against those who do evil.
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