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Shabbat Shalom Family,
We are just one week away from visiting the brethren and family in Alberta and one year after
the great floods they had last year, they are being flooded again this week. Yehovah is getting
them ready for the things I am about to share with them.
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The upcoming Conference in Crowsnest Pass, June 28 and 29 will be held in the Fish and Game
Hall in Hillcrest, a town in the municipality of Crowsnest Pass. Teachings will start at 10am and
will go all day Saturday and to mid-afternoon on Sunday. Lunch and suppers will be provided.
Donations will be accepted to cover the costs of food and hall rental, and a love offering will be
taken up.
Attendees will be responsible for their own accommodations, all of which can be found at
“Crowsnest Pass, Albert” in your search engine.
Please contact Barb @ bchemp2000@yahoo.ca or Geri @ fl6gem@shaw.ca
This is going to be a very wonderful and blessed time.We hope to see you there!
We also have another announcement to share this week. We are storming the Bastille, as it
were. We have been invited to come at the beginning of August and share our teachings in
Ohio, but you must reserve. Yes, there are people in Ohio who are not afraid to hear the truth
and not have their ears tickled. I do not tickle ears, so be ready for some hard truths.
Joseph is coming to Columbus Ohio, August 2-3 to share his teachings. Due to the serious nature
of the messages and our limited capacity, we are limiting our seating to adults.
For more information and to reserve a seat please contact:
We have been rather quiet these past few weeks, but the curses for not keeping the
Sabbatical years have continued. Let those who are in doubt watch and consider that during
the next Sabbatical cycle after 2017, the reports will be of severe weather and more so of war
atrocities that take place against the USA and UK people. Go and read the 4th curse, which
are the verses that follow the ones I have posted here for the 2nd curse.
Lev 26:18 And if you will not yet listen to Me for all this, then I will punish you seven times
more for your sins. 19 And I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your heaven like
iron and your earth like bronze. 20 And your strength shall be spent in vain. For your land shall
not yield its increase, neither shall the trees of the field yield their fruits.
Watch this video of the severe weather events for the month of May.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51_OTidEfBY
Here are the 4th and 5th curses that you will have to suffer through if you choose not to obey
our King Yehovah and keep the laws of that covenant. Keeping the Sabbatical years are part
of that covenant. Here is what you can expect to happen to you if you will not keep the
Sabbatical year in 2016. Laugh at me all you want, but when these things happen to you, then
remember this one simple verse.
Proverb 1:24 Because I called, and you refused;
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You have been warned repeatedly about keeping the Sabbatical years. You have been
warned about adding to the Holy Days of Lev 23 and you have been told over and over to
keep the Sabbath Holy, from Friday at sunset to Saturday at sunset, not shopping on the
Sabbath and not eating out in restaurants on the Sabbath, having someone serve you. Keep
them Holy and do not do your own pleasure on them.
24 I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention;
You have been invited to take part in the blessings as given to us in Lev 26:1-14, but you
laughed at our warnings and ignored our pleas to obey.
25 but you have despised all my advice, and would have none of my warning. 26 I also will laugh
at your trouble; I will mock when your fear comes;
When you call for Yehovah to help you, to deliver you from the fix you are in, He is going to
laugh at you and make fun of your desperate cries for help.
27 when your fear comes as a wasting away,
Read the meaning of this word wasting away.
Pro 1:27When your fearH6343 comethH935 as desolation,H7722 and your destructionH343 comethH857
as a whirlwind;H5492 when distressH6869 and anguishH6695 comethH935 uponH5921 you.
H7722

��א
shôwʼ, sho; or (feminine) �ָ הK
� shôwʼâh; or �אָ ה
�shôʼâh; From an unused

root meaning to rush over; a tempest; by implication devastation: – desolate (-ion), destroy,
destruction, storm, wasteness.

When we see so many tornadoes devastating the USA and knowing that it does not have to be
like this; when we see these tornadoes and hurricanes bigger and more severe than even F5’s
and those people in them praying earnestly for the lives of their families and themselves; when
we see the wildfires sweep through subdivisions, and floods wash away memories and homes
and crops; when we see so much destruction and death and pain we all wonder where was
God and where is Yehovah. But here He is telling us why these things are happening and why
He is not calming the winds.
27
H343

and your ruin comes like a tempest when trouble and pain come upon you.

 אֵ ידʼêyd, ade;

From the same as H181 (in the sense of bending down); oppression; by

implication misfortune, ruin: – calamity, destruction.
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People only call upon God when they are in trouble. The rest of the time they never think of
HIm or His commandments.
28
Then they shall call upon me, and I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they
shall notfind me; 29 instead they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of Yehovah. They
would have none of my counsel; they despised all my correction, 31 and they shall eat the fruit
of their own way, and be filled with their own desires.
Because YOU would not keep the Sabbatical year, because YOU would not even try, when
YOUR trials come and they will come, Yehovah is not going to help YOU. He is not going to
hear YOUR cries, and for me that is terrifying and so extremely sad. YOU will have no help,
and YOU will endure the anguish YOU are in by YOURSELF. This grieves me because each
of us can change these curses into blessings the exact same way Nineveh did when Jonah
warned them, and they repented and obeyed. But no, YOU will not humble yourselves; no,
YOU say the law was nailed to the cross and YOU no longer have to obey; no, YOU say the
Sabbatical years are just for the when you are in the land of Israel and YOU are not in the land
so YOU will not keep it; no YOU say the holy days are just for the Jews; no, YOU say the
Sabbath is for the Jews and we now keep Sunday because we are Christians. Each group that
says these things thinks and considers themselves to be the true believers and themselves
already saved. How pathetic. They are all the same and all of them will reap the whirlwind that
comes.
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Lev 26:21 And if you walk contrary to Me, and will not listen to Me, I will bring seven times
more plagues on you according to your sins. 22 I will also send wild beasts among you, who
shall bereave you. And I will destroy your cattle, and make you few. And your highways shall be
deserted. 23 And if you will not be reformed by Me by these things, but will still walk contrary
to Me, 24 then I will walk contrary to you and will punish you seven times more for your sins.
25 And I will bring a sword on you that shall execute the vengeance of the covenant. And when
you are gathered inside your cities, I will send the plague among you. And you shall be delivered
into the hand of the enemy. 26 When I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake
your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight. And you shall eat
and not be satisfied. 27 And if you will not for all of this listen to Me, but will walk contrary to
Me, 28 then I will walk contrary to you also in fury. And I, even I, will chastise you seven times
for your sins. 29 And you shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters you
shall eat. 30 And I will destroy your high places and cut down your images, and throw your
carcasses on the carcasses of your idols, and My soul shall despise you. 31 And I will make your
cities waste and cause your sanctuaries to be deserted. And I will not smell the savor of your
sweet odors. 32 And I will turn the land into wasteland. And your enemies who dwell in it shall
be astonished at it. 33 And I will scatter you among the nations, and will draw out a sword after
you. And your land shall be waste, and your cities waste. 34 Then shall the land enjoy its
sabbaths, as long as it lies waste, and you are in your enemies’ land; then shall the land rest and
enjoy its sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies waste it shall rest, because it did not rest in your sabbaths
when you lived on it. 36 And on those of you that are left I will send a faintness into their hearts
in the lands of their enemies. And the sound of a driven leaf shall chase them, and they shall flee
as if fleeing from a sword. And they shall fall when none pursues. 37 And they shall fall on one
another, as if it were before a sword, when none pursues. And you shall have no power to stand
before your enemies. 38 And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies
shall eat you up. 39 And they that are left of you shall putrefy in their iniquity in the lands of
your enemies. And also they shall putrefy with them in the iniquities of their fathers.
Read those words that Yehovah has spoken to YOU again. If YOU will not keep the Sabbaths,
plural – the weekly Sabbath, the Holy Days of Lev 23 and the Sabbatical year, the next one
being 2016 from Aviv to Aviv – then YOU, not the bad people, but YOU, those of YOU reading
this and thinking YOU are the good people, YOU will be starving for food with war raging
around YOU and in your own towns. YOU will eat the flesh of your own children. YOU WILL
DO THIS!!! YOU will go into slavery and be used for sex as many times as they enemy wants
to use YOU. YOU will be hunted and killed wherever they find YOU. YOU will die when YOU
run from the rustling leaves, because of the extreme fear YOU will have for your life at all
times.
It is now time that YOU get off your fat butt (my editor won’t let me say what I want to say) and
prove these things I am saying as true or false. Get the book Remembering the Sabbatical
years of 2016 and show it to your family members, and let them read it and begin to obey.
Because if you do not show them, then they will be the ones suffering through what Yehovah
has warned you about above. Help protect and save your own family now while they have time
to learn, before all these things come to pass in a very short time.
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Here you go Brethren, this is the precursor to further cooperation and mutual benefits.
We have for some time been telling you how Europe would unite with Muslim forces before
attacking and destroying the USA and UK; The King of the North aligning themselves with the
King of the South as we are told in Daniel and Psalm 83.
Here it is in the news and not so much as any hype or warnings.
Read Psalm 83. Assyria allies itself with the Arab world.
This is the first step in diplomatic allegiances. The Prophecies of Abraham shows us that the
pact or agreement to join forces takes place in the years just before the middle of this Jubilee
Cycle. 2020 is the middle and is just 6 years from now. Shavuot 2020 is 49 years after the
‘covenant made with many’ was created in 1972 in Stockholm, Sweden between the UN and
172 nations. This was the UNEP, and one week or one Jubilee Cycle later is Shavuot 2020.
Watch!!!
Greece-EU-Arab-Summit_Horo-635x357
Take the time to once again go over the video teachings
and watch the Great Enlightenment of Mankind.
As we go to post this article the news is again busting out.
ISIS has overrun Iraq in just this past week. President Obama with his decisive “foreign policy
decisions” has brought the laughs of the world upon us. The rest of the world has no fears of
any retaliation if they go against the USA.
http://foxnewsinsider.com/2014/06/15/%E2%80%98you-need-be-afraid%E2%80%99judgejeanine-says-militants-iraq-will-march-toward-west
When Israel came out of Egypt what did they do? Those nations who watched them coming
had great fear. Yehovah said He would cause them to be afraid of Israel.
Exo 23:27 “I’ll go ahead of you and terrorize all the people to whom you are coming. I’ll
confuse your enemies and make them turn their backs on you and run away.
2Ch 20:29 Fear of God seized all of the kingdoms in the surrounding territories when they heard
that the LORD had battled Israel’s enemies.
We also read what Rahab the Harlot said to the two spies. (The same word for harlot can also
mean food. Both the Targum—the translation and paraphrasing of the Bible into Aramaic—and
commentators, link zonah with mazon which is Hebrew for food or meal. Rahab may have
been an innkeeper as well as a prostitute. Perhaps the spies believed that they would be taken
for ordinary travelers and draw no notice.)
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Jos 2:9 And she said to the men, I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that your
terror has fallen on us, and that all those who live in the land faint because of you. 10 For we
have heard how Jehovah dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt,
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and
Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And we had heard, and our hearts melted, nor did any more
spirit remain in any man, because of you. For Jehovah your God, He is God in Heaven above
and in earth beneath.
If we are obeying the Torah; if we are keeping the Sabbath, the Holy Days and Sabbatical
years then Yehovah will go before us and fight for us.
Deu 28:6 You shall be blessed when you come in, and blessed when you go out. 7 Jehovah shall
cause your enemies that rise up against you to be stricken before your face. They shall come out
against you one way, and flee before you seven ways.
But if we will not obey Yehovah; if we will not keep the Sabbath, the Holy Days and Sabbatical
years then:
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Deu 28:15 And it shall be, if you will not listen to the voice of Jehovah your God, to observe and
to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, all these curses shall
come on you and overtake you.
Deu 28:25 Jehovah shall cause you to be stricken before your enemies. You shall go out one way
against them, and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a trembling to all the kingdoms
of the earth. 26 And your body shall be food to all birds of the air, and to the beasts of the earth.
And no man shall frighten them away.
Deu 28:46 And they shall be on you for a sign and for a wonder, and on your seed forever. 47
Because you did not serve Jehovah your God with joyfulness and with gladness of heart for the
abundance of all things; 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies which Jehovah shall send
against you, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in the lack of all things. And he shall
put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 49 Jehovah shall bring a nation
against you from far, from the end of the earth, as the eagle flies; a nation whose tongue you shall
not understand, 50 a nation fierce of face who shall not regard the person of the old, nor show
favor to the young. 51 And he shall eat the fruit of your cattle and the fruit of your land, until you
are destroyed. He shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your livestock, or flocks
of your sheep, until he has destroyed you. 52 And he shall besiege you in all your gates until
your high and fortified walls in which you trusted come down, throughout all the land. And he
shall besiege you in all your gates throughout all your land which Jehovah your God has given
you. 53 And you shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and of your
daughters, which Jehovah your God has given you, in the siege and in the anguish with which
your enemies shall distress you. 54 The man that is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye
shall be evil toward his brother and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the rest of his sons
which he has left; 55 so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his sons whom he shall
eat, because he has nothing left to him in the siege and in the anguish with which your enemies
shall distress you in all your gates. 56 The tender and delicate woman among you, who would
not have ventured to set the sole of her foot on the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her
eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter,
57 and toward her young one who comes out from between her feet, and toward her sons whom
she shall bear. For she shall eat them secretly for lack of all things, in the siege and anguish with
which your enemies shall distress you in your gates.
Brethren, ISIS is already sending a chill through the USA and the rest of the world. This chill
has caused the USA to consider aligning itself with Iran to conduct air strikes. But once this
barbaric and horrific Islamic force unites with that barbaric Assyrian force, then our day of
reckoning will have come and our hearts will melt, knowing our time is then up.
To add insult to injury, this past week US Secretary of State John Kerry and President Obama
both said last Sunday that climate change is more important than the dangers in Iraq. What a
shame, what a shame.
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Last week we shared with you a study published by my good friends Schalk and Elsa Klee.
This week we are going to continue this study and look at the Essenes. Schalk also did an
audio teaching on the Dead Sea Scrolls which can you listen to at your leisure.

Who Were the Essenes?
With our recent study on the Dead Sea Scrolls, we had a lot of exposure to the group of
people called the Essenes. The majority view at the moment states that they were the people
who lived at Wadi Qumran. It is believed that they were the owners of the scrolls that were
found in the Judean desert. There is also another reason that a lot of people are looking at this
group. They are known for the fact that they did not use the lunar calendar. In their scrolls it is
clear that they followed a solar calendar. This makes it clear that they did not follow the norm
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Except for these two facts, what else do we know about this
group? What do we really know about them? Did they have truth that we should be aware of?
The origin of the Essenes
We do not know for certain where the movement originated. Currently two theories exist in the
academic world. Both these theories are interpretations of the facts at hand. They differ in the
time and place that the Essenes originated. The first theory claims that they were a group that
originated in Israel. This happened during the Hasmonean kings (The Palestine-origin theory.)
The second, more common, theory claims that this group started in Babylon during the exile
(Babylonian theory.)1
The Palestine-origin theory
In 172 B.C. the Zadokite high priest, Onias, was murdered in Jerusalem. Meneleus, a highly
hellenized Jew, then replaced him as high priest. Meneleus was not from the line of Zadok and
for many people this made him an usurper. At the same time, Antiochus Ephiphanies forced
hellenization on the Jewish people. This resulted in the revolt lead by Judas Maccabeus. This
revolt was successful in removing the Roman rule. The Maccabeans established an
independent state under the Hasmonean line. Yet, the Hasmoneans did not return the nation
to the Torah, but rather increased hellenization. Judas Maccabee signed a treaty of friendship
with the Roman Senate. Then in 152 B.C, Jonathan Maccabee made himself High Priest. He
thereby joined the role of king and High Priest into one person. He was also seen as an
usurper. The Palestine-origin theory claims that the Essene movement formed during this time.
It was as a reaction to the corruption of the priesthood. They believed that their ancestral
religion had become corrupted by non-Zadokites. They rallied behind a man they called
“Moreh haTzedek“, the Teacher of Righteousness. He was the real High Priest from the line of
Zadok. Only he had the authority to interpret and teach the Scriptures. The Wicked Priest
opposed the Teacher of Righteousness. The Wicked Priest ruled illegitimately in Jerusalem.
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Babylonian Theory
This theory claims that the Essene movement started much earlier, during the exile in Babylon.
Many of the Jews in Babylon saw the exile as a divine punishment. To ensure that this did not
happen again, a group bound themselves together to ensure perfect observance of the law.
After the exile, some of this group returned to the land, while others remained in Babylon. This
return to the land took place during the time of the Hasmonean kings. The hellenization that
occurred disappointed the returnees. As a result, they withdrew themselves from the
community. They believed that they were to follow their pure ways. Then they would be saved
from the coming messianic judgment. Researchers base most of their support for this theory
upon the content of the Damascus document. Archeologists found eight copies of this
document in the caves around Qumran. This document was also found in the Ben Ezra
synagogue in Fustat, Egypt. The Babylonian theory sees a large part of this document as
historical. During the exile in Babylon, Jews wrote this document. The theory is also supported
by a claim that some of the words used in the Isaiah scroll reflect a Babylonian prototype.
What do we actually know about them?
We have two classes of information about who the Essenes really were. The first class is
writings of people outside their community. Here we include Josephus, Philo and Pliny the
Elder as the main contributors. The second class of documents is what the community itself
recorded. This is based on the theory that the people who wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls were
Essenes.
Josephus
In his book, The Wars of the Jews, Josephus described the Essenes as one of the major
groupings within Judaism. He mentioned that they were the more conservative sect and that
they had a strong communal bond. They lived a simple life, with little focus on material things.
He described their way of sharing their assets and that all people were equal in the
community.
He also mentioned that they did not have dedicated cities but lived within cities with others.
Josephus also mentioned that they had a person dedicated in every community to look after
strangers. In this book, he clearly mentioned that there were two groups within this grouping.
One of these groups practiced celibacy, while the other believed in marriage. 2In one of his
other books, Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus described their doctrine in a bit more detail. He
also mentioned that there were around 4,000 men. Josephus mentioned that the Essenes
believed in:
immortality of souls
righteousness is to be earnestly striven for
He also stated that they did not offer sacrifices in the Temple, but rather offered their own
sacrifices.
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Philo
In his document, Every Good Man is Free, Philo gives us a description of the Essenes. He
starts by confirming the number of Essenes as around 4,000 men. He states that this group is
known for their piety and their service to YHVH. He also confirms that these people live a
simple life. Some worked the earth and others devoted themselves to arts that are a result of
peace. Both Philo and Josephus mention that there were no slaves among the Essenes and
that all men were free. Philo disagreed with Josephus on some topics. Philo stated that the
Essenes did not live in cities, in order not to contaminate themselves with evil. He also
mentioned that they did not collect earthly possessions and lived a “poor” life. Based on the
amount of coins that archeologists found at Qumran, this is difficult to believe. Philo also
recorded that the Essenes did not participate in any form of war. They refrained from making
any weapons or machinery that could be used for war. Josephus mentioned cases where
Essenes were involved in warfare and praises them for their courage. Most interesting, Philo
made the statement that the Essenes did not offer any animal sacrifices. 3
Pliny the Elder
In his book The Natural History, Plinius (aka Pliny the Elder) gave us a different view of the
“Esseni“, as he called them. He describes a group of people that lived in the Judean dessert,
near the Dead Sea in the area of Masada. It is this geographical description that historians
used to first link Qumran to the Essenes. He described a different view of the Essenes. He
stated clearly that they lived completely apart from the world and did not have any money. He
also made the statement that they were celibate. They sustained the existence of the group by
recruiting strangers into their group. We know that researchers question these two statements.
Archaeologists found physical evidence at Wadi Qumran that allows us to question these
statements. For example, they found a significant number of coins in the compound. They also
found bodies of women and children in the graves surrounding the site. This is also a
contradiction to the fact that one of the fragments found at Qumran, 4Q502, described the
liturgy for the “Ritual of Marriage.” The statement, of course, have made many people ask if
this is even the same group that Pliny was referring to. 4
Their own writings
The other source of history we have is the writings that were found in the Judean Dessert. The
most significant document in this context is the Damascus Document. This document is known
by many names including:
Cairo Damascus Document
Damascus Rule
Zadokite Fragments
We do not have one complete scroll of this document. We have two scroll fragments that
researchers used to create a complete scroll (CDa & CDb). The complete document consists
of 22 columns. This document consists of two sections according to the academics. The first
11/21

part of the document is called the Admonition. It comprises of history, moral instruction,
exhortation, and warning addressed to the members. The second part of the document
describes the Laws. It looks at the laws as expressed to them through the teachings of the
Teacher of Righteousness. In the scroll, columns 1 to 4, the writer gives us a summary of the
history of the community. This document describes the history of the Jewish nation from before
the time of Noah up to the exile to Babylon. It mentions that the people came to realize that the
exile was a punishment for their sin. A group of people, the sons of Zadok, decided to keep
themselves to the commandments of YHVH. They saw the sons of Zadok as the elect of
Israel. They supported this, using the verse in Ezekiel.
Ezekiel 44:15 15 “But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary
when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me; and
they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the blood,” declares YHVH Elohim.
These sons of Zadok are the ones that will stand to the end of days. The concept of YHVH’s
covenantal faithfulness is emphasized and given as the reason for the election of the sons of
Zadok.
Karaite Connection
A theory exists that claims that there is a direct relationship between the Essenes and the
Karaites. There is currently no physical evidence for this statement. Some facts do support this
theory.
Both the Essenes and the Karaites reject the oral law.
If we follow the Babylonian Theory, it would place the two groups in the same place.
This increases the probability of the Karaites developing out of the Essene community.
The copies of the Damascus document that were found in the Ben Ezra Synagogue,
shows that the Karaites in Egypt had access to the Essene documents. The fact that more
than one copy was found indicates that it was not a personal copy.
Both of these groups have also been linked to the Sadducees. The alternative theory is that
both these groups were founded from the Sadducees. This common origin then explains the
similarity between the two groups.
What did they believe?
What exactly did this community believe? The simplest way to put it – they were the ultra
conservatives of Judaism at the time of the second Temple. They believed, based on the
Damascus document (CD 4:8; CD 6:14), that they alone knew the exact interpretation of the
Scriptures. To put it differently, they agreed with most of Judaism on the basics of the faith, but
they disagreed on the application thereof.5 In order for us to understand their practices and
rituals, it is important to understand how they perceived the world around them. Let us start
with how they saw themselves. The Essenes believed that they were YHVH’s chosen people.
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They were the true sons of Zadok and they had followed YHVH’s instructions. The community
of Qumran had followed His instruction and moved to the wilderness.
Isaiah 40:3–5
3
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for YHVH in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a
highway for our Elohim. 4 “Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made
low; And let the rough ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then
the glory of YHVH will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of YHVH
has spoken.”
This verse is likely the reason for them setting up the community in Qumran. They wanted to
prepare themselves for the revelation of the glory of YHVH. From the contents of the Dead
Sea Scrolls, it is clear that this group believed that the messianic era was near. They were
preparing themselves for the final battle. As mentioned in an earlier post, the War Scroll
describes this battle in detail. Angelic beings would assist them in their fight against evil. With
the arrival of their messiah, they would defeat the enemy.
Their view of the messiah
There is quite an active discussion in the research community about the exact definition of
“messiah” in the Qumran community. Researchers can give proof that they believed in two
messiahs. These two messiahs would appear at the same time.
“The faith of Qumran was that the last days would bring two messiahs … The more prominent
messiah is the priestly one—the messiah of Aaron. The second and apparently lower-ranking
messiah is the lay one—the messiah of Israel. Precisely what the [Qumran] messiahs would
do, other than officiate at the messianic banquet, is not clear … There is no second messiah in
the New Testament, as there was at Qumran.” 6
The concept of two messiahs is based on the leadership structure after the return from
Babylon. At that time they had two rulers. Zerubbabel was a descendent of King David.
Joshua, the High Priest, was a descendent of Aaron. The prophet Zechariah was instructed to
anoint Joshua the High Priest in the house of Zerubbabel. He also placed a silver crown on his
head. He then pronounced a prophecy that stated that the Messiah will in future combine the
two offices.
Zechariah 6:9–15
9
The word of YHVH also came to me, saying, 10 “Take an offering from the exiles, from Heldai,
Tobijah and Jedaiah; and you go the same day and enter the house of Josiah the son of
Zephaniah, where they have arrived from Babylon. 11 “Take silver and gold, make an ornate
crown and set it on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 “Then say to
him, ‘Thus says YHVH of hosts, “Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out
from where He is; and He will build the temple of YHVH. 13 “Yes, it is He who will build the
temple of YHVH, and He who will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will
be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between the two offices.” ’ 14 “Now
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the crown will become a reminder in the temple of YHVH to Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah and Hen
the son of Zephaniah. 15 “Those who are far off will come and build the temple of YHVH.” Then
you will know that YHVH of hosts has sent me to you. And it will take place if you completely
obey YHVH your Elohim.
The community at Qumran believed that the same system will be in place. The messiah from
the line of Aaron will rule over the matters of the Law and will oversee the purity of the people.
The messiah from the line of David will lead the nation into the final battle. This view is based
on the text found in the Manual of Discipline (1QS). In column 9, lines 10 to 11 read:
“They shall be judged by the first statutes, by which the Community members were ruled at
first, until there shall come the Prophet and the Messiahs [plural] of Aaron and Israel.” 7
However, the older copy of this Manual, 4Q259, lacks this line. At the same time we have
another manuscript 4Q521, also known as “The Messianic Apocalypse” that supports a one
messiah view. This fragment dates from somewhere between 200 B.C and 70 C.E. This
manuscripts describes two key points. It states that one messiah will rule heaven and earth. It
also describes the resurrection of the dead that is to occur at the time of the messiah. Thus,
the scrolls do not lead us to a final conclusion. We cannot get a clear picture of the precise
view of the Essenes on the Messiah and His role.
The Temple
I already mentioned earlier in this article that there were some issues related to the Temple
Service. We see in the writings about the Essenes some discrepancy in their view on animal
sacrifices. We have also seen that the Essenes considered themselves as the true righteous
community, the remnant. This statement already puts them in opposition to the Pharisees and
Sadducees in Jerusalem. From the discussion earlier, we know that both origin theories claim
that the Essenes did not believe that the High Priest in Jerusalem was a descendent of Zadok.
Among the scrolls at Qumran, we have an interesting scroll. The “Temple Scroll” ( 11QTemple
) provides us with a view of what the Essenes believed the pre-messianic temple should be
like. The scroll consist of 19 sheets, each 3-4 columns wide, giving a total of around 8,75m.
The scroll does not repeat all the regulations of the Temple from the Pentateuch. It combines
all the different commandments into a clear message. The scroll combines the text of the
Pentateuch into subjects: the temple, the festivals, statutes for the king, etc… It also uses the
style of midrash to explain what readers may perceive as differences between the different
books. In some cases this leads to the author inserting text that does not appear in the Torah. 8
The scroll also adds some interesting things. For example, it adds another courtyard to the
temple complex. This courtyard would make the temple complex larger that what was then
Jerusalem. This courtyard and it’s gates represent the encampments of the Israelites around
the tabernacle. Most interesting is that the writer changes the text from the 3rd person to the
1st person. Thus, he records the commandments as if YHVH Himself is speaking. This is also
true for the additions that do not appear in the Pentateuch. The Temple Scroll is also strict in
applying the commandments. It interprets all Jerusalem as the camp of Israel. Therefore it
14/21

applies the rules of the camp, as defined in Deuteronomy 23:12–14, to the city of Jerusalem.
Thus, they built the toilets outside the city walls. They also ensured that there were mikvah
baths outside the camp for the people to wash before re-entering the city.
Archaeological finds around Jerusalem confirmed this fact. In the area marked as the Essene
quarter, the archaeologists found the Essene gate. They also found the toilets outside the city
wall and a water supply that led to the baths outside the city walls. This view of camp purity is
also present in the War Scroll. From this scroll we see that the Essenes had no problem with
the temple system. They had a problem with how the priests in Jerusalem interpreted and
applied the texts. Even though some of them lived in Jerusalem, they applied their own
interpretation of the purity laws. The Damascus document summarizes their view when it
quotes Proverbs 15:8.
“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, but the prayer of the just is an agreeable
offering” –Damascus Document Column 11 rules 20–21
Teacher of Righteousness
The Essenes had one person that they believed had the mandate to interpret the Scriptures.
They referred to him as “The Teacher of Righteousness” (Moreh haTzedek). From the
documents of the Essenes we know little about him. The prominent theory is that this was a
real person and not the title used by more than one person. Some people credit the Teacher
as the founder of the Essenes. We know from the Damascus document (CD 1:9-11) that he
joined after the group had already existed. For the Essenes he was the Unique Teacher (CD
20:32). His interpretation of the Scriptures was the only valid interpretation. His presence
caused a split in the community, with some people deciding to join the Wicked Priest (CD
6:1011.) Within the community he had an opponent referred to as “the Man of Lies.” Outside
the community he had an opponent called “the Wicked Priest.” All indications point to either
Jonathan Maccabee or his brother Simon to be this outside opponent. Under the leadership of
the Teacher, the Essenes wrote the “first” commentaries on the Scriptures. The scrolls in the
Judean dessert contained commentaries on the books of Habakkuk and Nahum. We also
have a commentary on Psalm 37. Researchers credit some of the Hymns in the Thanksgiving
Psalms to the Teacher of Righteousness.
Their practices
Now that we have a basic idea of what they believed, we can also have a look at what they
did. We have a detailed description of their practices and rituals. They recorded these for us in
many of the scrolls found in the Judean Dessert. The most significant of these are the Manual
of Discipline, the Damascus Document and Community Rule.
Purity
We know that the Essenes believed that they were the elect, living in the end times. According
the War Scroll, they would soon be visited by angels and then by the messiah(s). Thus, it was
important for them to ensure their ritual purity. We have already seen before how literal and
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strict they were about the ritual purity of the camp. Based on the findings at Qumran, we know
that personal purity was also as high a priority. The number of mikvot found at Qumran makes
this clear to us. There were 13 stepped pools found at the site. This is the site with the highest
density of ritual baths. The largest mikvah at Qumran (locus 71) can contain around 300 cubic
meters of water. What is also unique about these baths at Qumran is the dividing line(s) they
have on the stairs leading into the pool. The current understanding is that this line separated
the people entering the pool. It kept the unclean people entering the pool from the clean
people leaving the pool. In some case there were two lines with a space between to make
sure that
the people do not touch one another by accident. Once they had put on their white clothes and
bathed themselves, they would enter the communal eating area. Here they would be served
and partake in a strictly controlled ritual of eating. This included blessings before and after the
meal by the priest. They allowed nobody except the priests to speak during the meal. They
believed that this ritual was to prepare them for the time that the Messiah would dwell with
them and teach them.
Prayer
For the community in Qumran, prayer was a key part of their daily routine. This may be the
reason why archaeologists found so many copies of Psalms in the caves. As we have seen in
the previous study, the book of Psalms was the book of Scripture that most copies were found
of. We also see that the community used a lot more liturgy than the 150 psalms we currently
have in our Scriptures. In the scroll 4Q503 (225 papyrus fragments) we find some of the daily
communal prayers that the Essenes used. This scroll describes the blessing that they recited
in the evening and the morning. This scroll seems to contain the blessings for the first month.
The text is a collection of blessings and responses that the community gave to bless YHVH for
the sunrise and the sunset. What is most interesting, and seldom mentioned, is that these
blessings also correlated with the changing phases of the moon. Their documents describe the
phases of the moon using 1/14th as the division – 28 day month. According to these blessings,
they started their day in the evening. The evening blessing is always mentioned first. The
blessings of sunrise is then mentioned as part of the day started in the evening (4Q503
fragment 3 lines 5-15). Josephus provides us the most controversial comment about these
prayers.
And as for their piety towards God, it is very extraordinary; for before sunrising they speak not
a word about profane matters, but put up certain prayers which they have received from their
forefathers, as if they made a supplication for its rising. – Wars of the Jews 2.128 2
This remark from Josephus tells us that the Essenes prayed towards the sun at sunrise. We
cannot interpret the text to say that they were worshiping the sun. Josephus uses the Greek
word “eis.” The translation above translates it as “for.” In most cases translators use the word
“towards.” The Greek word that would be used for praying “to” the sun would have been “pros.”
YHVH gave the prophet Ezekiel a vision about this practice.
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Ezekiel 8:16–18
16
Then He brought me into the inner court of the YHVH’s house. And behold, at the entrance
to the temple of YHVH, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their
backs to the temple of YHVH and their faces toward the east; and they were prostrating
themselves eastward toward the sun. 17 He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Is it too
light a thing for the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they have committed
here, that they have filled the land with violence and provoked Me repeatedly? For behold,
they are putting the twig to their nose. 18 “Therefore, I indeed will deal in wrath. My eye will
have no pity nor will I spare; and though they cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet I will not
listen to them.”
Here we can see that YHVH did not approve of this practice. The scroll 1QS (Community Rule
column 10 lines 1-5) describes the six times of the day that the people had occasion for daily
prayers. They did not only divide the day into three, as was the practice in the Temple, but
also divided the night into three. They prayed the first night prayer when the first night watch
started. They prayed the second night prayer when the stars shine at their brightest. The third
night prayer is done when the stars disappear. We also find in a number of scrolls the liturgy of
the holy days. These included the Sabbath as well as the days that they marked as annual
feasts. The Sabbath receives special attention with the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice. These
were found in many fragments (4Q400–407 and 11Q17). The documents 4Q507–509 (Festival
Prayers) provide us with some of the liturgy that the Essenes used for the annual feasts. It
pays a lot of attention to the Day of Atonement.
Covenant Renewals
The concept for a covenant is part of the core of the community at Qumran. They saw their
community as the members of a covenant. The scroll that describes the rules and regulations
of this group is the Community Rule (1QS.) This scroll refers to the group as the “Covenant of
Grace.” Their view of the covenant is also further explained in the Damascus document. The
Damascus document contains three references (CD 6.19, 8.21 and 9.12) to a “new covenant.”
The people entered into this new covenant in the land of Damascus. The rules of the
community required that members of this covenant return to the study of the Torah. The
community also required strict adherence to these laws. The only valid interpretation of the
laws came from the teacher of Righteousness and his priests. Membership to this covenant
was not to be taken lightly. A new person could only join the covenant fully after 2 years. Once
a new member was accepted by the overseer, he was still not a proper member of the
community. During the first year the new member cannot touch the “Purification of the Many.”
They were also not allowed to join their property with the community. When joining they took
his property from him, but kept it separate from the rest. If after one year, the member decided
not to join the covenant, they returned his property. If the community allowed the member to
continue after the first year, and he agreed to this, they mixed his property with their property.
Yet, he was still not allowed to partake of the drink of the congregation. The Dead Sea Scrolls
describe the procedure in this way, but Josephus provides a three year process. Josephus
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adds another year that the new member had to spend outside the community before they
allow him to join. They saw the covenant as an everlasting covenant. Once a member joined
the covenant, they were not allowed to leave the covenant. They performed the ceremony to
inaugurate new members once a year. They held the ceremony in the third month to coincide
with Shavuot (feast of oaths). The tradition of the covenant renewal in the third year can be
traced back to the book of Jubilees. It states:
For this reason it is ordained and written on the heavenly tablets, that they should celebrate the
feast of weeks in this month once a year, to renew the covenant every year. Book of Jubilees
6:179
This verse is referring to the covenant that YHVH made with Noah after the flood. Yet, this
group interpreted it to refer to the complete covenant that YHVH had with the nation. During
this feast the whole community gathered and they inducted the new members. During the
ceremony they also excommunicated members that trespassed the rules of the community.
According to the Community Rule, the ceremony started with an acknowledgement of sin and
repentance. And all who enter the covenant are to make confession after them, saying, We
have acted perversely, we have transgressed, we have sinned, we have done wickedly,
ourselves and our fathers before us, in that we have gone counter to the truth. God has been
right to bring His judgment upon us and upon our fathers. Howbeit, always from ancient times
He has also bestowed His mercies upon us all, and so will He do for all time to come. 1QS
1.24 – 2.1
The Damascus document calls this covenant also the “covenant of repentance.” This was not
only for own personal sin, but also for the sins of the forefathers. After this, the priest
pronounced the blessing for those who have kept the commandments and the curse over
those who strayed. This sounds a lot like the description of the blessings and curses in
Deuteronomy. The difference is that in the Damascus document, the blessing and curses
became personal. In Deuteronomy the blessings and curses are for the nation. Thus we can
see that the Essenes believed that everybody in the community must be held personally
responsible for their actions. Each of these blessings and curses was followed by the
community twice repeating “amen.” This reminds us a lot of the ceremony that was done on
Mount Ebal once Joshua had led the nation into the promised land.
Who were Essenes
There is a lot of speculation about characters of the Apostolic writing being Essenes. You will
be able to find a lot of articles claiming that John the Baptist was an Essene. You will also see
a lot of articles claiming that Y’shua followed the practices of the Essenes. Yet, this is pure
speculation. There is no reference to John, Y’shua, James the Just, or Paul in any of the
writings found in the Judean dessert. People mark John the Baptist as an Essene because of
the fact the some similarities exist. These include:
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John lived a very simple lifestyle
John was celibate
Repentance was a key message for John
Baptism was a key part of John’s ministry
John lived in the dessert (maybe even close to Qumran)
There are also some articles claiming that Y’shua was an Essene and He followed some of
their traditions. The fact that Y’shua went to the Temple for the feasts should already place a
big question mark next to this question. Some scholars have even claimed that Y’shua was
anti-Essense, just like He was anti-Pharisee. Here is an interesting discussion to illustrate this
argument. In his last article written10, Yigael Yadin makes a very interesting case to proof that
Y’Shua was anti-Essene. He based his first argument on the following scripture:
Matthew 5:43–45
43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may
be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Who was it that taught you should hate your enemy? This instruction never occurs in the
Scriptures and was also not found in any teachings of the Pharisees. In the Manual of Disciple
(1QS), we find the following instruction to the community:
He shall admit into the Covenant of Grace all those who have freely devoted themselves to the
observance of God’s precepts, that they may be joined to the counsel of God and may live
perfectly before Him in accordance with all that has been revealed concerning their appointed
times, that they may love the sons of light, each according to his lot in God’s design, and hate
all the sons of darkness, each according to his guilt in God’s vengeance. 1QS 1.6-11
according to the translation of Geza Vermes
Thus according to Yardin, Y’shua was speaking directly against the teaching of the Essenes.
The second argument used by Yigael Yardin is based on the following portion of Scripture:
Mark 8:14–21
14
And they had forgotten to take bread, and did not have more than one loaf in the boat with
them. 15And He was giving orders to them, saying, “Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 16 They began to discuss with one another the fact that
they had no bread. 17 And Y´Shua, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you discuss the fact
that you have no bread? Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart? 18
“Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember,
19
when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces
you picked up?” They said to Him, “Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the seven for the four thousand,
how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?” And they said to Him, “Seven.”
21
And He was saying to them, “Do you not yet understand?”
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From this passage Yardin posts two questions:
1. What was the leaven of Herod?
2. Why are the number of baskets so important to understand?
These two questions are interrelated. He states that the 12 baskets refers to the 12 loaves of
bread that the priests ate weekly. He is telling followers not to follow the teachings of the
Pharisees but to follow His teachings. What then would the 7 baskets of bread have to do with
the Herodians? According to Yardin, Josephus stated that Herod was the protector of the
Essenes and showed special favor to them. Thus, the reference here in Mark could be
pointing to the Essenes of the time. The Temple Scroll provides another interesting point. It
describes the feasts that the Essenes kept over and above the feasts of Leviticus. One of
these feasts is a seven day feast known as the “Day of Ordination.” It is based upon the seven
day ceremony that was performed to inaugurate Aaron and his sons. Take note of one of the
specific instructions given for this ceremony:
Leviticus 8:31–32
31
Then Moses said to Aaron and to his sons, “Boil the flesh at the doorway of the tent of
meeting, and eat it there together with the bread which is in the basket of the ordination
offering, just as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’ 32 “The remainder of
the flesh and of the bread you shall burn in the fire.
Here we find a reference to bread that Aaron and his sons had to eat. As this was a seven day
process, the Essenes made from this a rule for seven baskets of bread. Also, they did not see
this process as a once off event, but rather an annual event. The offerings for this feast,
including the baskets of bread is described in the Temple Scroll, 11QT 14. Thus, Yardin states
that the seven baskets of bread refers to the teachings of the Essenes. This then proves that
Y’shua specifically warned His disciples against the traditions and teachings of the Essenes
and the Pharisees. Both these parties were adding instructions and commandments. The
disciples were rather to follow the instruction of Y’shua. One of the original scholars of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, Robert Eisenman, has put another theory forward. In his book entitled “The
Dead Sea Scrolls and the First Christians” he claims to prove that Y’shua’s brother James was
the Teacher of Righteousness. He uses his interpretation of the Habakkuk Pesher, the
Damascus Document and The Community Rule to prove his point. He claims that all the proof
required is internal (that is, within the content of these scrolls). So far he has only been able to
convince a small group of academics of his view.
Conclusion
From this study, we have seen that the details about the Essenes are not exact. We have
some sources that seem to contradict one another every now and again. The biggest volume
of material we have comes from the caves in the Judean desert. Although people make the
assumption that the group of people staying at Qumran were Essenes, this fact is not 100%.
From the writings of these scrolls, we have learned that the group was a splinter group of
Judaism that believed to be the true remnant. They believed that the current Temple was a
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corrupt institution. It had deviated from the commandments of YHVH. They were also
convinced that all the prophecies had been fulfilled and that they were now living in the end
times. They were expecting the messiah or messiahs to come to dwell among them after the
final war. For this reason they kept strict purity laws. The Essenes saw their community as the
original camp as described in the first five books of the Torah. We have seen no proof that
John the Baptist or Y’shua were members of this community. There may be some evidence to
prove that Y’shua was warning His followers against the teachings of the Essenes. There is a
lot of interest in the exact calendar that the Essenes kept. To give this topic the bandwidth
required, we have decided to do a follow-up post to cover only this topic. Please make sure
you subscribe to our list to ensure that you receive this study.
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