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September 19, 2020

Shabbat Shalom to the Royal Family of Yehovah,

I want to welcome everyone back from their respective Feasts that we just completed
and I also want to ask Yehovah’s blessing on our brothers and sisters who are just now
beginning their fall feasts. This year we began the year earlier than most due to the
barley being Aviv. Others did not agree and went with the later month. In spite of which
side you landed on this year, it is now a great time to review why you keep the Holy
Days the way you do. For those who do not or not keeping the Holly Days, now is a good
time to learn about them and what they reveal about the end-time plan of Yehovah. You
can learn about each one at https://www.sightedmoon-archives.com/article-archives/
and search under appointed times or proving the calendar.
We will be having a regular Sabbath teaching today and midrash after.

Shabbat Zoom Meeting

1st Day of Sukkot we will have two services. Sept 4, 2020, at 10 Am Eastern time zone.

Sept 4, 2020, at 3 PM.

On Sabbath Sept 5, 2020, we will meet at 1 PM Eastern Time zone

On the 8th Day, Sept 11, 2020, we will meet at 10 AM Eastern and again at 3 PM
Eastern time zone

 Sabbath Sept 12, 2020, will be a 1 PM Eastern.

Joseph Dumond is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
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Topic: Joseph Dumond’s Personal Meeting Room

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3505855877

Meeting ID: 350 585 5877

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,3505855877# US (Germantown)

+13126266799,,3505855877# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 350 585 5877

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kctjNqPYv0

Prepare The Way of Yehovah, Who Is the Sin Offering

This week I was shown this scripture and it jumped off the page at me. Again if you have
not read our Day of Atonement message then please do read it along with this note.
Thanks to Brandon Stodghill for sharing this with me.

We read in Matthew about John the Baptist.

Mat 3:1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

Mat 3:2  and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Mat 3:3  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying, “The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”

The verse that Matthew is referring to is this verse in Isaiah 40:3.
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Isa 40:3  The voice of him who cries in the wilderness, Prepare the way of Jehovah, make
straight a highway in the desert for our God.

(TS2009)  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of הוהי ; make
straight in the desert a highway for our Elohim.

(YLT)  A voice is crying—in a wilderness—Prepare ye the way of Jehovah, Make straight
in a desert a highway to our God.

Who is John preparing the way for according to Isaiah?

Well, Mark answers that for you very clearly.

Mar 1:1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God:

Mar 1:2  as it is written in the Prophets, “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
who shall prepare Your way before You.

Mar 1:3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord, make
His paths straight.”

Again Mark is quoting Isaiah 40:3. Mark said this was the beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, and yet who is Isaiah saying it is?

We read the same thing in the gospel of Luke.

Luk 3:1  And in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of Iturea and the Trachonitus country, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene—

Luk 3:2  Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests— the Word of God came to John the
son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

Luk 3:3  And he came into all the country around Jordan, proclaiming the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins,

Luk 3:4  as it is written in the book of the Words of Isaiah the prophet, saying, “The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.

Luk 3:5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low,
and the crooked shall be straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth.

Luk 3:6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Who is Isaiah speaking of exactly? What was His name?

Now read what John wrote about this very same event.
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Joh 1:19  And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you?

Joh 1:20  And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, I am not the Christ.

Joh 1:21  And they asked him, What then? Are you Elijah? And he says, I am not. Are
you that prophet? And he answered, No.

Joh 1:22  Then they said to him, Who are you so that we may give an answer to those
who sent us? What do you say of yourself?

Joh 1:23  He said, I am “the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way
of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.

Joh 1:24  And they who were sent were from the Pharisees.

Joh 1:25  And they asked him and said, Why then do you baptize, if you are not the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor that Prophet?

Joh 1:26  John answered them, saying, I baptize with water, but One stands among you
whom you do not know.

Joh 1:27  He it is who, coming after me, who has been before me; of whom I am not
worthy to loosen the thong of His sandal.

Joh 1:28  These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God

Joh 1:29  The next day John sees Jesus coming to him and says, Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!

Joh 1:30  This is He of whom I said, After me comes a Man who has been before me, for
He preceded me.

Joh 1:31  And I did not know Him, but that He be revealed to Israel, therefore I have come
baptizing with water.

Once again go and read of whom Isaiah was speaking of and understand. John the
Baptist was preparing the way of Yehovah.

Comfort for God’s People

Isa 40:1  Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

Isa 40:2  Speak lovingly to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is done,
that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received of Jehovah’s hand double for all her
sins.

4/52



Isa 40:3  The voice of him who cries in the wilderness, Prepare the way of Jehovah,
make straight a highway in the desert for our God.

Isa 40:4  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low;
and the crooked places shall be made level, and the rough places smooth;

Isa 40:5  and the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for
the mouth of Jehovah has spoken.

The Word of God Stands Forever

Isa 40:6  The voice said, Cry! And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the
beauty of it is as the flower of the field.

Isa 40:7  The grass withers, the flower fades, because the Spirit of Jehovah blows on it;
surely the people is grass.

Isa 40:8  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the Word of our God shall stand forever.

The Greatness of God

Isa 40:9  Go up for yourself on the high mountain, bringer of good tidings to Zion. Lift up
your voice with strength, O you who bring good tidings to Jerusalem; lift up, do not be
afraid. Say to the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

Isa 40:10  Behold, the Lord Jehovah will come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule
for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.

Isa 40:11  He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those with young.

Isa 40:12  Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and measured out the
heavens with a span? And who has shut up the dust of the earth in a measure, and
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?

Isa 40:13  Who has directed the Spirit of Jehovah, and what man taught Him counsel?

Isa 40:14  With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him and taught Him in the
path of judgment, and taught Him knowledge, and made known the way of understanding
to Him?

Isa 40:15  Behold, the nations are like a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the scales; behold, He takes up the coastlands as a very little thing.

Isa 40:16  And Lebanon is not enough to burn, nor the beasts of it enough for a burnt
offering.

Isa 40:17  All nations before Him are as nothing; and to Him they are thought to be less
than nothing, and vanity.
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Isa 40:18  To whom then will you compare God? Or what likeness will you compare to
Him?

Isa 40:19  The workman melts a graven image, and the goldsmith spreads it over with
gold, and casts silver chains.

Isa 40:20  He too poor for that offering chooses a tree that will not rot; he looks for a
skillful workman to prepare a graven image that will not totter.

Have you adjusted your understanding yet? Do you get it yet?

The Goat that is chosen on Atonement for the sin offering is the Goat that represents
Yehovah. John the Baptist knew it. Matthew Mark Luke and John knew it. In fact, read
again what John said;

Joh 1:29  The next day John sees Jesus coming to him and says, Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!

The Lamb of Yehovah that takes away the sins of the world. This is exactly the purpose
of the Goat that represents Yehovah on the Day of Atonement. That Goat was Yehovah
who takes away the sins of the world.

Lev 16:8  And Aaron shall cast lots on the two he-goats; one lot for Jehovah and the other
lot for a complete removal (Azazel).

Lev 16:9  And Aaron shall bring the goat on which Jehovah’s lot fell, and offer it for a sin
offering.

The Azazel Goat is the one that is led away and thrown off the cliff. This is the very same
thing you are told in Revelation. Compare LEv 16 to Revelation.

Lev 16:21  And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess
over him all the sins of the sons of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins,
putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send away by the hand of a chosen man
into the wilderness.

Lev 16:22  And the goat shall bear on him all their sins to a land in which no one lives.
And he shall let the goat go in the wilderness.

Rev 20:1  And I saw an angel come down from Heaven, having the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand.

Rev 20:2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, who is the Devil and Satan,
and bound him a thousand years.

Rev 20:3  And he cast him into the abyss and shut him up and set a seal on him, that he
should deceive the nations no more until the thousand years should be fulfilled. And after
that he must be loosed a little time.
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John the Baptist was in the wilderness preparing the way for Yehovah, just as Isaiah
said someone would doing before He came. All of you who understand this now are
doing the same thing once again at the end of this 6th millennial day. We are preparing
the way for Yehovah to come just as Isaiah said at the end of this age.

Deu 6:4  Hear, O, Israel. Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.

Deu 6:5  And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might.

This is the message every Jew needs to understand. This is the message every Christian
needs to understand. There is only one God, not two and not three. One.  Please share
this with everyone and get them thinking and talking about it.

Yehovah is the one we nailed to the tree that Passover day.

Isa 12:2  Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid for the LORD
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also has become my salvation.

The word Salvation in Hebrew is the word Yehshua. The name of our Messiah.

H3444   (Brown-Driver-Briggs)
העוּשׁי

yeshu ̂‛a ̂h

BDB Definition:

1) salvation, deliverance

1a) welfare, prosperity

1b) deliverance

1c) salvation (by God)

1d) victory

Peace Peace

The news this week has been about the signing of the Abraham covenant. Before we get
into that let me share with you the lead up to this week.
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Thursday, August 13, 2020, President Trump announced the agreement, known as the
Abraham Accords, will be officially signed in a couple of weeks at the White House with
delegations from Israel and the UAE on hand. A historic peace deal in the Middle East.

Then on August 28, 2020, it was reported that a number of other nations would be
potentially also signing on tho this peace accord.

US organizing regional peace summit with multiple Arab countries
— report

Israeli daily says Pompeo’s Mideast tour aimed at garnering support for
move; Bahrain, Oman, Morocco, Sudan and Chad said to confirm
participation, while Palestinians refuse
By TOI STAFF and AGENCIES

25 August 2020,

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meet in
Jerusalem on August 24, 2020. (Kobi Gideon/GPO)
The United States is planing a regional peace summit with several Arab states that will
likely be held in the next few weeks in one of the Gulf sheikdoms, an Israeli newspaper
reported Tuesday.

That reportedly is the purpose of US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s current tour of the
Middle East, which includes stops in several Arab countries rumored to be in line to
follow the United Arab Emirates in normalizing ties with Israel.

The summit was reported by the Israel Hayom daily, generally regarded as a mouthpiece
for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The report cited an unnamed senior UAE
diplomat who is involved in Pompeo’s talks with the various Arab states.

Get The Times of Israel’s Daily Edition by email and never miss our top storiesFREE
SIGN UP

The report said the Americans have already received a promise in principle from Bahrain,
Oman, Morocco, Sudan, and Chad to send senior representatives to the summit.

The source was quoted as saying that before and during Pompeo’s visit to Israel, US
officials told Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and other senior PA
officials that Washington would be happy for the Palestinians to take part in the summit,
and that Pompeo would like to hand Abbas an invitation in person in Ramallah.

However, Abbas and his aides “rejected the messages out of hand and even sent the
message that Pompeo is not wanted in Ramallah,” according to the Emirati source.

PA President Mahmoud Abbas heads a leadership meeting at his headquarters in the West
Bank city of Ramallah, May 19, 2020. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via AP)
“Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan haven’t yet answered whether they will send a
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delegation to the regional summit, if it indeed goes ahead in light of the Palestinian
refusal,” the source was quoted as saying.

The source added, however, that there was a tacit agreement with those three countries for
the summit to be held, and that they will send lower-ranking officials rather than senior
ministers.

“The Palestinian position is very saddening,” the source was quoted as saying. “They
were given an opportunity to deescalate the situation in the form of a respectful and fair
invitation to take part in a regional peace conference, and they rejected it out of hand with
no reasonable explanation.

“The Palestinians have to come to grips with the fact that the wheels of peace have started
to turn in the region, and peace and normalization will come with or without the
Palestinians even if they continue to be defiant.”

Israel and the UAE announced on August 13 that they were establishing full diplomatic
relations, in a US-brokered deal that also required Israel to suspend its plan to annex parts
of the West Bank.

Israeli and United Arab Emirates flags line a road in the Israeli coastal city of Netanya, on
August 16, 2020. (JACK GUEZ / AFP)
Pompeo took off Tuesday on the first official direct flight between Israel — where he met
Netanyahu, Defense Minister Benny Gantz, and Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi — and
Sudan.

From there, he will travel to Bahrain, before traveling to Abu Dhabi for talks with Emirati
Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan on the Israel-UAE agreement and other
regional issues, according to the State Department. Officials said stops in Oman and Qatar
are also possible.

Pompeo will be followed to many of the same destinations later in the week by White
House adviser Jared Kushner, diplomats said.

Neither Pompeo’s nor Kushner’s trips are expected to result in immediate  announcements
of breakthroughs, but both are aimed at building on the success of the Israel-UAE
agreement by finalizing at least one, and potentially more, normalization deals between
Arab countries and Israel in the near future.
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Jared Kushner gives the King of Bahrain a Torah scroll for the Jewish community in
Bahrain.
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Washington [US], September 12 (ANI/Sputnik): US Secretary of State Michael Pompeo
said he is confident the two recent Arab countries’ peace agreements with Israel will pave
the way for new accords with other states in the Middle East.
Pompeo’s comments came on the heels of the announcement that Bahrain and Israel have
agreed to establish full diplomatic relations, following a similar deal reached last month
between the Jewish state and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
“The two peace agreements open new possibilities for peace and prosperity,” Pompeo said
in a statement released by the State Department on Friday. “From my recent travels to the
region, there is clear momentum for a new Middle East. I thank King Hamad and Prime
Minister Netanyahu for having the courage to change the fate of nations.”
Bahrain became the fourth Arab country to recognise Israel after Egypt in 1979, Jordan in
1994 and the UAE last month.
Pompeo said on the 19th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks against
the United States, the Trump administration is ushering a new era of peace and it is
humbling when the course of history changes seemingly overnight.
“In less than one month, under President Trump’s leadership, we have another historic
agreement, this time between Israel and the Kingdom of Bahrain. As the President laid
out at the beginning of this administration, he would strengthen America’s friendships and
build new partnerships in pursuit of peace. He kept his promise,” he said.
Both agreements will be signed at a White House ceremony next Tuesday.
The White House said the latest peace agreement will see Israel and Bahrain exchange
ambassadors and allow direct flights. Under the terms of the accord, Bahrain and Israel
will also launch initiatives to boost cooperation across a broad range of sectors, the White
House added.
Trump, who runs for re-election this November, has recently been nominated for the
Nobel peace prize for reconciling Israel and UAE. (ANI/Sputnik)
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President Donald Trump on Tuesday presided over the signing of historic agreements
between Israel and two Arab nations, in a White House ceremony that could boost his
peacemaking credentials and standing with evangelicals.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu signed agreements with United Arab Emirates
Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan and Bahrain’s Foreign Minister
Abdullatif Al Zayani, as Trump looked on. The agreements are known as the Abraham
Accords.

The deals formalize Israel’s relations with the two countries, in a major shift for the strife-
torn region. Meeting in the Oval Office with Netanyahu ahead of the signings, Trump said
he was making progress with other nations’ agreements with Israel.

“We’re very far down the road with five additional countries,” Trump said, declining to
name them. “I really believe Iran wants to make a deal,” he also said.

“There’s going to be peace in the Middle East,” Trump said.

We must go back to the Obama administration and look at what they were pursuing in
the Middle East. There would be no deal unless Israel gave up something to the
Palestinians. What has happened now is to make deals with other nations without
including the Palestinians.

As Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain waltzed toward an agreement this week,
many were surprised by the lack of Israeli “concessions” and a Palestinian state coming
alongside the agreement. For two-and-a-half decades the paradigm that was pushed by
experts on the peace process was that Israel would have to withdraw and give
“concessions” in order to achieve normalization.
The belief in this manifesto became so strong that some of those involved in the peace
process quietly urged Arab states not to make peace unless Israel made concessions,
having become invested in the need to be right about the conflict.

The embodiment of these theories is former US presidential candidate and former
Secretary of State John Kerry. A series of videos of the former diplomat constantly
warning of violence if the US embassy was moved to Jerusalem and arguing that Israel
could never have peace with its neighbors without a Palestinian state have emerged.
It should be remembered that Kerry gave a long speech at the end of the Obama
administration’s 2016 term essentially indicating that this must be US policy. Kerry said
in 2016 that “there will be no advanced and separate peace with the Arab world without
the Palestinian process and Palestinian peace. Everybody needs to understand that. That is
the hard reality.”

As I watch the news I can’t stop thinking of just where we are in these last days. We
know we are in the last Jubilee Cycle. We know we are in the middle of the 70th Jubilee
cycle Daniel spoke of. The evidence is abundantly clear. What are we to make of this
peace accord in the Middle East?
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1Th 5:1  But of the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need that I write to you.

1Th 5:2  For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord comes like a thief in
the night.

1Th 5:3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety! Then sudden destruction comes on
them, as travail upon a woman with child. And they shall not escape.

1Th 5:4  But you, brothers, are not in darkness, that the Day should overtake you like a
thief.

1Th 5:5  You are all the sons of light and the sons of the day. We are not of the night, or
of darkness.

1Th 5:6  Therefore let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us watch and be calm.

Matt 24:37  But as the days of Noah were, so shall be the coming of the Son of Man.

Matt 24:38  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered into the ark.

Matt 24:39  And they did not know until the flood came and took them all away. So also
will be the coming of the Son of Man.

At some point in the very near future when they say Peace and Safety then we should
know that destruction is about to begin. Just look at the chart and count out 2300 Days
or 6 1/4 years. Then add to that 3 1/2 years for the two witnesses. And then add another
3 1/2 years for the Great Tribulation. And know that unless those days were cut short no
flesh would be saved alive. We believe those 2300 Days began with either George Floyd
murder or that weekend of May 31, 2020, the exact day we have been warning you of
since 2005. And if it is not that date then you can adjust those three blocks of time
however you want. But 2045 is the 7th Millennium and all these end time prophecies
must come to pass before that year.

I want to point out to you something else I was shown. Pay attention to the bold words
in the description below. We have from the Temple Institute the following
commemorative coin for this historic occasion.
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The front of the medal is adorned with the Israeli and UAE flags, flying over an intricate
silhouette of the holy city of Jerusalem, Israel’s eternal capital, and Abu Dhabi skylines,
which merge together in symbolic unity.

Immediately below the skyline are the words “Abraham Accord” inscribed in Arabic,
Hebrew, and English. Abraham was the father of monotheism. The familiar Bible
character is referred to as ‘Abraham’ in the Christian faith, ‘Ibrahim’ in the Muslim faith,
and ‘Avraham’ in the Jewish faith, and no person better symbolizes the potential for unity
among all these three great faiths. An eagle holding an olive branch and arrows, the Seal
of the President of the United States, completes the front design.

Inspired by the words of the prophet Isaiah, “And they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares” (Isaiah 2:4), the back of the medal features a sword that gradually morphs
into symbols of peace, prosperity, agricultural and technological advancement.

The commemorative coin also features quotes from the Koran – “And if one inclines
towards peace, it inclines towards you” – and the Prophet Jeremiah – “For I will give you
lasting peace in this place” – encapsulate the central teachings of the faiths of Abraham;
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, that one has a moral duty to seek out and embrace peace.

The signature of Donald John Trump, without whose tireless efforts the “Abraham
Accord” would not have been possible, rounds off the rear design.  The President has
been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for his determination and tenacity in making
this historical and religiously significant accord become a reality.

In addition to peace between former enemies, the region and indeed the world will benefit
from economic prosperity.  There is a younger generation in the region that deserves
better, safer and more prosperous lives.  Immediately following the normalization Israeli
and Emerati companies signed agreements to work together for a cure for Covid 19, as
well as cooperation in the fields of health, infrastructure, science, agriculture and energy.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, “Peace is a good thing and peace unites
moderates, two of the most advanced economies in the world – Israel and the United Arab
Emirates… We’re fighting Iran and the radicals who are trying to overthrow our order in
the Middle East, subjugate people and propagate terrorism. So, this is good for peace,
good for security, and good for prosperity. I think it’s good for the United States and good
for Israel.”

King David, who wrote prophetically in so many of his Psalms, exhorts us in this way,

“Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 34:15).

In fact, the Hebrew expression in Psalm 34 implies running and chasing peace, almost
hunting it down. Indeed, the Bible repeatedly conveys God’s desire that we should be
peacemakers, doing our best to live at peace with everyone.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9)
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There are also scriptural reasons to be encouraged by the new links of peace forming in
the south with several positive references to Sheba and Dedan (the Persian Gulf area) in
relation to Israel in biblical prophecy. One example is from Isaiah 60:6, with similar hints
in Psalm 72:10 and Ezekiel 27.

It was Joseph Amura Riverwind who pointed out this little minor detail to us on FB. He
said to read the verse quoted in the context of what Jeremiah was actually saying.;

ABRAHAM ACCORD VERSE ON COMMERATIVE COIN: CONTEXT PEOPLE!
Read The Creator’s the response to this agreement:

“ Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the
sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place. (On
coin in Hebrew)
• Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not,
neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false
vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. (Response)
• Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I
sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and
famine shall those prophets be consumed.” (Response)
~ Jeremiah 14:13-15

Now brethren let us read the whole section that is quoted on this coin and understand
the times we are now going into.
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Lying Prophets

Jer 14:13  Then I said, Ah, O Lord Jehovah! Behold, the prophets are saying to them, You
shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine; but I will give you true peace in this
place.

Jer 14:14  And Jehovah said to me, The prophets prophesy lies in My name; I did not send
them, nor have I commanded them, nor did I speak to them. They prophesy to you a false
vision and a worthless divination, and a thing of no value, and the deceit of their heart.

Jer 14:15  So Jehovah says this concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name,
and I did not send them; yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; by
sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed.

Jer 14:16  And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of
Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them,
either them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters. For I will pour their evil on
them.

Jer 14:17  And you shall speak this word to them: Let my eyes run down with tears night
and day, and do not let them cease. For the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a
great break, with a very grievous blow.

Jer 14:18  If I go out into the field, then I see those killed with the sword! And if I enter
into the city, then, behold, sicknesses of famine! Yes, both the prophet and the priest have
gone up into a land that they do not know.

Jer 14:19  Have You utterly rejected Judah? Or has Your soul hated Zion? Why have You
stricken us, and there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, but no good came; and
for the time of healing, and behold, trouble!

Jer 14:20  We acknowledge, O Jehovah, our wickedness, the iniquity of our fathers; for
we have sinned against You.

Jer 14:21  Do not abhor us for Your name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of Your
glory; remember, do not break Your covenant with us.

Jer 14:22  Are there any among the vanities of the nations who make rain fall? Or can the
heavens give showers? Is it not You, O Jehovah our God? Then we will wait on You; for
You do all these things.

Since 2005 we here at sightedmoon.com have told you what was coming in 2020 by
understanding the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27. We showed you over and over that
Israel, the USA and the UK, who have inherited the name of Israel would begin to be
taken down by Yehovah starting in 2020. Hosea also tells us that Judah stumbles with
them.
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Hos 5:4  Their doings will not allow them to turn to their God; for the spirit of fornication
is in their midst, and they have not known Jehovah.

Hos 5:5  And the pride of Israel testifies to his face. So Israel and Ephraim shall fall in
their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them.

Hos 5:6  They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek Jehovah; but they
shall not find Him. He has withdrawn Himself from them.

Hos 5:7  They have acted treacherously against Jehovah, for they have brought out strange
sons. Now a new moon shall devour them with their portions.

Hos 5:8  Blow the horn in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah; cry aloud at Beth-aven,
after you, O Benjamin.

Hos 5:9  Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke. Among the tribes of Israel I have
made known that which is confirmed.

The 4th curse of Lev 26 is sword famine and pestilence. 2020 has been the year of the
plague and we are watching the words of war being spoken everywhere. Glenn Beck says
the USA is in a Civil War now. The UN is warning of famine. And now you have the
prophets telling you that Peace is here and these other things are not coming.

Lev 26:23  And if you will not be reformed by Me by these things, but will still walk
contrary to Me,

Lev 26:24  then I will walk contrary to you and will punish you seven times more for your
sins.

Lev 26:25  And I will bring a sword on you that shall execute the vengeance of the
covenant. And when you are gathered inside your cities, I will send the plague among
you. And you shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.

Lev 26:26  When I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread
in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight. And you shall eat and
not be satisfied.

Lev 26:27  And if you will not for all of this listen to Me, but will walk contrary to Me,

Lev 26:28  then I will walk contrary to you also in fury. And I, even I, will chastise you
seven times for your sins.

Lev 26:29  And you shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters you
shall eat.

But Yehovah says they are coming. Step by step, we move closer to the day when these
things will be fulfilled. You are watching them on the nightly news.
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Will there be a stock market crash this fall?

Elul 29 — The Omen Of 1929 – History Never Repeats

Date: February 19, 2015

Author: lance goodall

Oct 29, 1929 was remembered as Black Tuesday

Black Tuesday hits Wall Street as investors trade 16,410,030 shares on the New
YorkStock Exchange in a single day. Billions of dollars were lost, wiping out thousands of
investors, and stock tickers ran hours behind because the machinery could not handle the
tremendous volume of trading. In the aftermath of Black Tuesday, America and the rest of
the industrialized world spiraled downward into the Great Depression.

During the 1920s, the U.S. stock market underwent rapid expansion, reaching its peak in
August 1929, a period of wild speculation. By then, production had already declined and
unemployment had risen, leaving stocks in great excess of their real value. Among the
other causes of the eventual market collapse were low wages, the proliferation of debt, a
weak agriculture, and an excess of large bank loans that could not be liquidated.

Stock prices began to decline in September and early October 1929, and on October 18
the fall began. Panic set in, and on October 24—Black Thursday—a record 12,894,650
shares were traded. Investment companies and leading bankers attempted to stabilize the
market by buying up great blocks of stock, producing a moderate rally on Friday. On
Monday, however, the storm broke anew, and the market went into free fall. Black
Monday was followed by Black Tuesday, in which stock prices collapsed completely.

The writing was already on the wall. Elul 29 that year was October 4 1929. The decline in
stock prices had started to fall and reached their crisis point 3 weeks after Elul 29.

After October 29, 1929, stock prices had nowhere to go but up, so there was considerable
recovery during succeeding weeks. Overall, however, prices continued to drop as
the United States slumped into the Great Depression, and by 1932 stocks were worth only
about 20 percent of their value in the summer of 1929. The stock market crash of 1929
was not the sole cause of the Great Depression, but it did act to accelerate the global
economic collapse of which it was also a symptom. By 1933, nearly half of America’s
banks had failed, and unemployment was approaching 15 million people, or 30 percent of
the workforce. It would take World War II, and the massive level of armaments
production taken on by the United States, to finally bring the country out of the
Depression after a decade of suffering.

Although the market had closed on an upswing on Black Thursday, the low numbers of
the ticker that day had shocked many speculators. Hoping to get out of the stock market

19/52

https://coercioncode.com/2015/02/19/elul-29-the-omen-of-1929-history/


before they lost everything (as they thought they had on Thursday morning), they decided
to sell.

This time, as the stock prices plummeted, no one came in to save it.

Black Tuesday – October 29, 1929

October 29, 1929, “Black Tuesday,” is known as the worst day in stock market history.
There were so many orders to sell that the ticker quickly fell behind. (By the end of close,
it had lagged to 2 1/2 hours behind.) People were in a panic; they couldn’t get rid of their
stocks fast enough. Since everyone was selling and nearly no one was buying, stock
prices collapsed.

Rather than the bankers rallying investors by buying more stocks, rumors circulated that
they were selling. Panic hit the country. Over 16.4 million shares of stock were sold – a
new record.

The Drop Continues

Not sure how to stem the panic, the decision was made to close the stock market on
Friday, November 1 for few days. When it reopened on Monday, November 4 for limited
hours, stocks dropped again. The slump continued until November 23, 1929, when prices
seemed to stabilize. However, this was not the end. Over the next two years, the stock
market continued to drop. It reached its low point on July 8, 1932 when the Dow Jones
Industrial Average closed at 41.22.

Aftermath

To say that the Stock Market Crash of 1929 devastated the economy is an understatement.
Although reports of mass suicides in the aftermath of the crash were most likely
exaggerations, many people lost their entire savings. Numerous companies were ruined.
Faith in banks was destroyed.

The Stock Market Crash of 1929 occurred at the beginning of the Great Depression.
Whether it was a symptom of the impending depression or a direct cause of it is still hotly
debated.

Historians, economists, and others continue to study the Stock Market Crash of 1929 in
the hopes of discovering the secret to what started the boom and what instigated the panic.
As of yet, there has been little agreement as to the causes. In the years after the crash,
regulations covering buying stocks on margin and the roles of banks have added
protections in the hopes that another severe crash could never happen again.

2. The Stock Market Crash of 1987
Known as “Black Monday the 2nd,” the stock market crash of 1987 once again took place
in October — and has gained notoriety as the largest single-day market loss in U.S.
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history. This crash also had its fair share of speculators and highly-leveraged borrowers,
but it added a new twist to the bubble-popping mix — technology.

As highly-leveraged corporate takeovers and buyouts took center stage, and as companies
leveraged questionable financing tools like junk bonds and margin accounts, share prices
boomed leading up to Black Monday, October 19, 1987. On that day, the market turned
on a dime and sellers began to dominate market trading. As more investors sold, more
investors panicked and sold aggressively, as well. This cycle continued roiling through
the trading day, as computer trading made it easier and faster to place sale orders.

When the smoke cleared, the stock market has lost 23% of its value and market gurus
began taking the first steps to install circuit breakers into computer trading platforms that
would literally allow market executives to “pull the plug” on trading, and give reeling
stock markets a much-needed breather in future high-risk market trading days. Once the
technology market stabilized, and more long-term success stories like Apple (AAPL)
– Get Report , Microsoft (MSFT) – Get Report and Cisco (CSCO) – Get Report emerged,
the stock market grew stronger and galloped off on another 12-year bull run.

3. The Dot.com Bust of 1999-2000
Some stock market crashes occur in lightning fashion, just like the stock market crash of
1987 which saw the market lose 23% in a single day of trading. Other crashes take longer,
as losses stack up after repeated trading sessions. That was the case in the dot.com market
collapse of 1999-to-2000. In this scenario, technology was again front and center, as
investor interest in internet stocks boomed over the course of the 1990s, and as “new
economy” companies like AOL, Pets.com, Webvan.com, GeoCities, and Globe.com saw
share prices rise substantially.

Perhaps the poster child of all dot.com stocks, Globe.com was an initial public offering
sensation, opening at $87 per share in first-day trading in 1998, although the original
asking price was only $9 per share. Globe.com raised $28 million in its IPO and had a
market cap of $842 million. Yet only two years later, Globe.com, like many dot.com
companies, fell out of favor as investors fled highly-inflated tech stocks. Two years after
its lights-out IPO, Globe.com was trading under $1 per share, and was soon delisted by
Nasdaq. With investors furiously shedding technology stocks like Globe.com, the tech-
oriented Nasdaq fell from 5,0000 in early 2001 to just 1,000 by 2002.

It only recovered after Wall Street began more accurately evaluating the real financial
stability of high-tech companies — as investors grew more discerning and more
conservative about which stocks and funds they purchased.

4. The “Great Recession” Stock Market Crash of 2008
Many Americans likely don’t know just how close the U.S. financial sector came to
collapsing during the stock market crash of 2008 and 2009, as Wall Street banks’ high-
risk trading practices nearly took down the greatest economy in the world.

The 2008 collapse was fueled by the widespread use of mortgage-backed securities,
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backed by the U.S. housing sector. These products — which were sold by financial
institutions to investors, pension funds and to banks — declined in value as housing prices
receded (a scenario that started in 2006). With fewer American homeowners able to meet
their mortgage loan obligations, MBS values plummeted, sending financial institutions
into bankruptcy. With investment risk in the stratosphere, investors were unwilling to
provide much-needed liquidity in the nation’s financial markets.

Soon, the U.S. Congress approved a massive government funding project that, while
stabilizing the markets, also bailed out “too big to fail” banks. Additionally, the Federal
Reserve bought up languishing mortgage securities and steered interest rates toward zero
percent. The strategy largely worked, as the stock market, after two years of jitters, began
climbing again in late 2009 — and the economy began to recover, albeit at a glacial pace.

Lehman Brothers Role in the “Great Recession” Market Crash
Some economic observers point to the collapse of Lehman Brothers as a key trigger for
the stock market meltdown. That’s partly true, as Lehman’s use of high-risk derivative
products  — like repurchase agreements(“repos”) as collateral to borrow for short-term
financing purposes — certainly exemplified the high-risk leverage Wall Street firms
abused in the run-up to the Great Recession.

Yet Lehman took things to extremes in mid-2008.

When so-called “repo” loans fell out of favor, investors demanded other, more-stable
forms of short-term loan collateral, and stopped approving repo agreements as collateral.
Many also asked Lehman Brothers to repay its short-term debt obligations in full.
Additionally, Lehman’s once-ample portfolio of mortgage-backed securities declined
substantially in value. That left a highly-leveraged Lehman in the breach, with no way to
cover its debts. Soon the investment banking giant slid into bankruptcy.

With few suitors to bail the company out, Lehman declared bankruptcy on September 15,
2008. Only 18 months earlier, the company’s stock price was trading at $86 per share, and
the company had reported net income of $4.2 billion in 2007.
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In August 2020, the unemployment rate fell to 8.4%, after skyrocketing to 14.7% in
April.1 The total number of unemployed was 13.55 million. The Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports these indicators in the Employment Situation Summary each month.

Most of the unemployed were laid off to limit the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Most state governments asked or required nonessential businesses to close. State
governments are slowly allowing restaurants, services, and other nonessential businesses
to reopen.

In March, before the pandemic, the rate was between 3.5% and 4.5%, the natural rate of
unemployment. Employers were having trouble finding enough workers to keep operating
at full capacity.
April’s unemployment rate, in perspective, was the highest since the Great Depression. In
1933, the unemployment rate reached a record of 24.9%.2 Unemployment remained
above 14% for nine years, between 1931 and 1940. April’s unemployment rate reached
that level in just a month.

During the 2008 recession, unemployment peaked at 10% in October 2009.3 In 1982,
unemployment rose to 10.8%. These were devastating recessions. High unemployment
levels lasted for years. Although the current unemployment rate is high, it is not expected
to remain at this level for years. Scientists are rushing to create a vaccine, although this
could take months. Once a vaccine becomes widely available, the economy is expected to
bounce back.

26% of Americans have taken advantage of some type of payment deferral plan
Published Tue, Sep 15 2020

When the pandemic hit in early spring, it seems like everyone was offering some sort
of payment deferral program. Banks, student loan companies, credit cards, lenders —
even utility providers rolled out plans that allowed consumers to temporarily suspend
payments.

And for many Americans, it was a lifeline they grasped onto with both hands. About one
in four Americans say they’ve taken advantage of some sort of payment deferral program
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, according to the latest data released
from Northwestern Mutual’s 2020 Planning & Progress Study. The online survey
included over 2,700 U.S. adults and was fielded between June 26 to July 10, 2020.

Housing and credit card payment deferral programs were among the more common plans
consumers opted into, the survey found. Still, while a good portion of Americans have
taken advantage of these programs, about 74% of respondents say they haven’t enrolled in
any kind of relief.

Jim Rickards wrote the following closing comment in his latest News Letter in HArd
Assets Alliance.
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The stock market bubble will not continue forever. The easiest way to pop the bubble is
for the Fed to reverse course and tighten monetary policy with reductions in its balance
sheet, termination of its rescue facilities or interest rate hikes.

None of these are on the horizon. In fact, the Fed recently announced that investors could
expect zero interest rates for years to come.

The other way the stock market bubble could end is if the gap between market perception
and reality suddenly closes. The perception is that the Fed can prop up markets with
monetary ease.

The reality is that the economy is in the worst depression since the Great Depression.

Output in the second quarter of 2020 fell by the greatest amount in history. (Third quarter
output will show a strong bounce, but not nearly enough to recover the losses in the first
half).

Unemployment is the highest since the late 1940s, and may go higher in the months ahead
as a second wave of layoffs emerges after the termination of the Payroll Protection Plan, a
loan program geared to keeping employees on the payroll.

Small businesses are failing by the hundreds of thousands and associated job losses will
be permanent, not temporary.

When a gap opens up between perception (the stock market) and reality (a new
depression), reality always wins. But, it can take time.

The perception that the stock market can be propped up by the Fed will prevail at least
through Election Day, possibly longer.

A day of reckoning will arrive, but not yet.

I share all of that with you so that I can say this.

We have just witnessed the crazy cycle Cyrus Harding warned was coming this summer.
He told us it would ease up in time for us to keep the Feast. But he also told us that an
even more intense cycle would begin this fall. Let me recap them for you. And note the
USA elections are on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

Oct 18, 2020, it begins at 67% intensity.

Nov 15, 2020, it goes up to 70% intensity

Nov 29 2020, it goes up to 89% intensity

Jan 1, 2021, it drops to 75% intensity

Jan 15, 2021, it drops to 60% intensity
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Jan 25, 2021, it drops to 50% intensity

Feb 11, 2021, it ceases

We are also watching to see if the dream pastor Dana had of the finger pointing to
September warning him to pay attention and then the fist poinding on November with
everything going crazy.

Heaven or Hell Which one are you going to?

A few weeks ago I was asked about Haven and Hell by a young man. It is now time to
once again review this subject and for those who are new to study it and understand. We
first published this in 2014.

I want to remind you all of what we have covered thus far in our study of this Eighth
Day Feast.
Firstly, that Yehshua kept it as we are told in John 10:22 and that this Eighth Day Feast
was also known as the Feast of Dedication. Although dedication means Chanukah in
Hebrew, this day was in no way connected to the feast currently known as the Feast of
Chanukah kept around Christmas.

Next, you learned that in order to understand this Feast Day you had to ask for wisdom,
knowledge and understanding to gain the righteousness you need to be in the Kingdom.
All of this is given to you as you obey the commandment and this is how we show
Yehovah we love Him, by keeping the commandments.

Yehovah desires to dwell with us but we must keep the rules of the Kingdom, which are
the Ten Commandments. We are to put sin out of our lives in order to be a part of that
Kingdom, as shown to us in the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Yehshua was the first fruit
to come back to life from the grave, defeating Satan who has the power of death and the
grave until that time. The 24 elders are part of those first fruits who were once human
beings on this earth and came out of the grave when Yehshua did, as we read in
Matthew 27. This is represented by the barley wave offering each year. The 7 days of
Unleavened Bread are represented in the 7 millennial days leading up to the 8th Day
Feast or Millennium.

The First Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread we likened to when Adam was killed for
sinning on the first millennial day in the same way the firstborn of Egypt died on the
first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, otherwise known as Passover night.

The Seventh Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread is represented by the time when the
Egyptian armies were destroyed when the frozen walls of water came crashing back
down on them after Israel had crossed over the Red Sea. This represents the time at the
end of the 7th millennium when Satan will be cast into the lake of fire along with the
grave and death.
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The 7th Day weekly Sabbath is then compared to the 7th Millennial Rest. Again, in all of
this, we are learning about the 8th Day Feast.

Because so many of you have succumbed to the false teaching about Heaven and Hell
and do not know it, you are not able to grasp the rich and deep meaning of the Eighth
Day Feast. This week we are going to explain how and when this false teaching came
into this Christian walk. Once you remove these false teachings from your mind, then
the truth will be more readily visible and the Eighth Day Feast Day plainer to
understand.

http://www.ucg.org/booklets/HL/index.htm

Introduction

Most religions and religious organizations, including most Christian denominations,
teach that good people go to some sort of paradise, usually heaven, after they die.
Heaven is typically characterized as a place of unsurpassable happiness—the ultimate
paradise. It is commonly taught and believed that all who go there will live joyfully
forever.

Yet despite what a wonderful place it’s supposed to be, it seems no one is in a hurry to
go there.

Widespread belief in death as the gateway to heaven does not change the fact that most
people view death as something to be avoided at all costs. Through medical science we
usually do everything we can to prevent death as long as possible.

If people could journey right away to eternal life in heaven by means of some heavenly
express, wouldn’t we find that almost no one would want to buy a ticket? Wouldn’t we
find that most people would prefer to continue their present life here on earth? The
possibility of immediate residence in heaven doesn’t seem to be that appealing. Our
actions indicate this is the way most of us think.

An eternity doing what?

Perhaps the reason for the reluctance to enter the hereafter through death is that no one
has ever provided us with a truly compelling explanation as to what the righteous would
do after arriving in heaven. If we are to spend all eternity there, you would think God
would tell us in the Bible what we should expect once we arrive. Will we spend our time
plucking harps? Will we sit and simply gaze upon God forever and ever? These are both
popular conceptions of heaven, but most people can’t imagine doing either for eternity.
Eternity is, after all, a long time!

Maybe we should ask ourselves a straightforward question: Do these common concepts
even come from the Bible?

Many people who expect to go to heaven admit they can find little in the Scriptures
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about what they have to look forward to once they get there. British historian and
author Paul Johnson put it this way: “Heaven… lacks genuine incentive. Indeed, it lacks
definition of any kind. It is the great hole in theology” (The Quest for God, 1996, p. 173).
If heaven is the goal God has set for His servants, why has He revealed so little about it
in His Word?

There is a simple reason we encounter a vacuum when we look in the Bible for what the
“saved”—those who are spared some sort of eternal punishment—will do in heaven. The
Bible does not say the righteous will dwell in heaven as their reward. As we will see, the
Bible reveals that God has something else in mind — something far different and far
superior to most people’s concepts about heaven!

Troubling questions about hell

But confusion about heaven isn’t the only problem we run into when we consider
popular views of life after death. What about the unrighteous, those who don’t measure
up? What happens to them?

Many who profess Christianity believe the wicked will burn forever in hell. They
sincerely believe this is what the Bible teaches.

But we need to ask a simple question: Would a merciful and loving God inflict
excruciating torment on human beings for trillions upon trillions of years, throughout
all eternity without end? Could the great Creator God of the universe be so unfeeling
and uncaring?

The Bible indeed says that God “has appointed a day on which He will judge the world
in righteousness” (Acts 17:31). At that time those who have repented and accepted Jesus
Christ as their Savior will be given eternal life. “Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts
4:12, New International Version).

But what will happen in that day to the hapless people who have never even heard or
been exposed to that name? Will they be cast shrieking into hellfire along with those
who knowingly hate and despise God?

Only a minority of the earth’s population lays claim to being Christian. Those who
profess Christianity total only about a third of the world’s population. Vast numbers of
the other two thirds have never had the opportunity to genuinely repent and accept
Christ simply because of where they live. Millions more through the centuries likewise
never had the opportunity because of when they lived. Would it be just and right for God
to subject them to the same punishment He will give to those who willfully reject Him
and choose to make themselves His enemies?

These questions are neither trivial nor hypothetical. They affect the overwhelming
majority of all people who have ever lived. When carried to their conclusions, the
traditional answers have sobering implications about the character, nature and
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judgment of the God Christians claim to worship.

We need to face these questions squarely and honestly. Isn’t it time we examined the
truth of what the Bible teaches about heaven and hell?

The Biblical Truth about the Immortal Soul

Traditional beliefs about heaven and hell are based on an underlying teaching – that
everyone has an immortal soul that must go somewhere when physical life ends.

This belief isn’t unique to traditional Christianity. “All religions affirm that there is an
aspect of the human person that lives on after the physical life has ended” (World
Scripture: A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts, Andrew Wilson, editor, 1995, p.
225). In other words, in general, all religions believe in some kind of immortal essence,
a spirit that lives on separately after the physical body dies. Most professing Christians
call this the immortal soul.

Failure to understand this subject correctly is a fundamental reason for the prevalent
beliefs regarding heaven and hell. If an immortal quality exists in a human being, it
must depart from the body when the body dies. The typical views of heaven and hell
have as their foundation the belief in the immortal soul that leaves the body at death.

What does the Bible say about the existence of an immortal soul? Does this belief have a
foundation in Scripture?

Not from the Bible but from Greek philosophy

Many are surprised to learn that the words “immortal” and “soul” appear together
nowhere in the Bible. “Theologians frankly admit that the expression ‘immortal soul’ is
not in the Bible but confidently state that Scripture assumes the immortality of every
soul” (Edward Fudge, The Fire That Consumes, 1994, p. 22, emphasis added
throughout).

Considering how confidently theologians hold to this doctrine, it’s quite surprising that
such an important assumption is not spelled out in the Bible. If it isn’t found in the
Bible, where did the idea originate?

The New Bible Dictionary offers this background on the non-biblical nature of the
immortal-soul doctrine: “The Greeks thought of the body as a hindrance to true life and
they looked for the time when the soul would be free from its shackles. They conceived
of life after death in terms of the immortality of the soul” (1996, p. 1010,
“Resurrection”).

According to this idea, the body goes to the grave at death and the soul continues to
exist as a separate, conscious entity.

Belief in a separate soul and body was popular in ancient Greece and was taught by one
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of its most famous philosophers: “The immortality of the soul was a principal doctrine
of the Greek philosopher, Plato …In Plato’s thinking, the soul …was self-moving and
indivisible …It existed before the body which it inhabited, and which it would survive”
(Fudge, p. 32).

When and how did the concept of the immortality of the soul enter the world of
Christianity? The Old Testament does not teach it. The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia explains: “We are influenced always more or less by the Greek, Platonic
idea that the body dies, yet the soul is immortal. Such an idea is utterly contrary to the
Israelite consciousness and is nowhere found in the Old Testament” (1960, Vol. 2, p.
812, “Death”).

The first-century Church did not hold to this belief either: “The doctrine is increasingly
regarded as a post-apostolic innovation, not only unnecessary but positively harmful to
proper biblical interpretation and understanding” (Fudge, p. 24).

If such an idea was not taught in the Church during the time of the apostles, how did it
come to assume such an important place in Christian doctrine?

Several authorities recognize that the teachings of Plato and other Greek philosophers
have profoundly influenced Christianity. History and religious studies professor Jeffrey
Russell states, “The unbiblical idea of immortality did not die but even flourished,
because theologians …admired Greek philosophy [and] found support there for the
notion of the immortal soul” (A History of Heaven, 1997, p. 79).

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, in its article on death, states that “the
‘departure’ of the nephesh [soul] must be viewed as a figure of speech, for it does not
continue to exist independently of the body, but dies with it…No biblical text authorizes
the statement that the ‘soul’ is separated from the body at the moment of death” (1962,
Vol. 1, p. 802, “Death”).

Should we then accept a teaching that is not found in the Bible? Many people take it for
granted that their beliefs are based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and God’s
Word. Yet Jesus said in a prayer to His Father, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Does
God give men the liberty to draw from the world’s philosophers and incorporate their
beliefs into biblical teaching as though they were fact?

God inspired the apostle Peter to write, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man,
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). We
must look to the words of Christ, the prophets and the apostles in the Holy Scriptures if
we are to understand the truth about the doctrine of the immortality of the soul or any
other religious teaching.

Let’s dig further to see exactly what the Bible tells us about the soul.

Soul in the Hebrew Scriptures
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The Hebrew word most often translated into English as “soul” in the Bible is nephesh.
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible succinctly defines this word as meaning “a
breathing creature.” When used in the Bible, nephesh does not mean a spirit entity or
the spirit within a person. Rather, it usually means a physical, living, breathing
creature. Occasionally it conveys a related meaning such as breath, life or person.

Surprising to many, this term nephesh is used to refer not just to human beings, but
also to animals. For example, notice the account of the creation of sea life: “And God
created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought
forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw
that it was good” (Genesis 1:21, King James Version). The Hebrew word translated
“creature” in this verse is nephesh. In the biblical account, these particular “souls,”
creatures of the sea, were made before the first human beings were formed and given
life.

The term is also applied to birds (verse 30) and land animals, including cattle and
“creeping” creatures such as reptiles and insects (verse 24). It follows, then, if we make
an argument for man possessing an immortal soul, animals must also have an immortal
soul, since the same Hebrew word is used of man and animal alike. Yet no biblical
scholars would seriously make such claims for animals. The truth is, the term soul refers
to any living creature, whether man or beast—not to some separate, living essence
temporarily inhabiting the body.

In the Old Testament, man is referred to as a “soul” (Hebrew nephesh) more than 130
times. The first place we find nephesh in reference to mankind is in the second chapter
of Genesis: “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (verse 7, KJV).

The word translated “soul” in this verse is again the Hebrew word nephesh. Other
translations of the Bible state that man became a living “being” or “person.” This verse
does not say that Adam had an immortal soul; rather it says that God breathed into
Adam the “breath of life,” and Adam became a living soul. At the end of his days, when
the breath of life left Adam, he died and returned to dust.

The Old Testament plainly teaches that the soul dies. God told Adam and Eve, two
“living souls,” that they would “surely die” if they disobeyed Him (Genesis 2:17). God
also told Adam that He had taken him from the dust of the earth and he would return to
dust (Genesis 3:19).

Among the plainer statements in the Bible about what happens to the soul at death are
Ezekiel 18:4 and 18:20. Both passages clearly state that “the soul who sins shall die.”
Again, the word for “soul” here is nephesh. In fact, this same word was even used of
corpses—dead bodies (see Leviticus 22:4; Numbers 5:2; 6:11; 9:6-10).
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Not only do all these scriptures show that the soul indeed can and does die, but the soul
is identified as a physical being—not a separate spirit entity with existence independent
of its physical host.

The Scriptures tell us that the dead have no consciousness: “For the living know that
they will die; but the dead know nothing” (Ecclesiastes 9:5). They are not conscious in
some other state or place (see “Jesus Christ and Biblical Writers Compare Death to
Sleep”).

The New Testament teaching

The New Testament contains several statements confirming that the wicked who refuse
to repent will die—permanently. In Matthew 7:13-14, in exhorting His disciples to
choose the way that leads to life, Jesus states that the end of those who do not choose
life is destruction. He contrasts that path with the way of righteousness, telling us,
“Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who
find it.”

Jesus, moreover, made it quite clear that utter destruction includes both “soul and
body” (Matthew 10:28), the Greek word for “soul” (psyche or psuche) referring to
physical, conscious existence (see “Do Some Bible Verses Teach We Have an Immortal
Soul?” beginning on page 8 ).

The apostle Paul also stated that the wicked will die. In Romans 6:20-21 he talks about
those who were slaves of sin and says that for them “the end of those things is death.”
So those who are slaves of sin, who habitually commit sin, can perish completely. Yet
many attempt to redefine death here and in other scriptural passages to mean merely
separation from God.

Romans 6:23 is one of the best-known verses of the Bible. It plainly states, “For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Again,
people will argue that death here means an eternal life of separation from God. Note,
however, that death here is directly contrasted with eternal life. How, then, can death
involve eternal existence through an immortal soul?

This verse plainly tells us two crucial truths. First, the punishment of the wicked is
death, utter cessation of life, not a life of eternal suffering in another place (see also
Philippians 3:18-19; 2 Thessalonians 1:9). Second, we do not already have eternal life
through a supposed immortal soul. Eternal life is something God must give us through
our Savior, Jesus the Messiah. In 1 Timothy 6:16 Paul also tells us that God alone has
immortality.

Paul makes a similar statement in Galatians 6:8: “The one who sows to please his sinful
nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life” (NIV). This tells us what happens to unrepentant
sinners. Eventually they will reap destruction, referring to wasting away and perishing,
but those who repent and obey God will ultimately receive eternal life.
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No conscious afterlife without a resurrection

So is man an immortal soul? No. Does he have an immortal soul? No. The Bible declares
plainly that man is temporary, of the dust of the earth. There is no immortal quality
about man at all—unless and until he receives it from God through a resurrection, which
means being brought back to life in a body, raised from the dead as Jesus was.

The Bible clearly states that man puts on immortality at the resurrection (1 Corinthians
15:50-54), not at the end of his physical life. Until that time man has no more
permanence than animals.

Nor does man have some spiritual soul with conscious awareness independent of the
physical body. This has been proven time and time again when individuals have gone
into comas for weeks, months and sometimes years at a time, only to emerge from that
comatose state with no memory or recollection of the passage of time.

If one had a soul that existed independently of the human body, wouldn’t that soul have
some memory of remaining aware during the months or years the body was
unconscious? That would be powerful and logical proof of the existence of an
independent soul within the human body—yet no one has ever reported any such thing,
in spite of thousands of such occurrences.

This fact likewise supports what the Bible teaches—that consciousness ceases at death.
Only through a resurrection to life will consciousness return.

Do Some Bible Verses Teach We Have an Immortal Soul?

Some believe that various scriptures support belief in an immortal soul. Let’s consider
some of these passages and understand what they really say.

Matthew 10:28: Destroying soul and body in hell?

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).

Is Jesus teaching in this verse that the soul lives on after death and is immortal? Not at
all. If you look at this scripture closely, you see that Jesus is actually saying that the soul
can be destroyed. Jesus is here warning about the judgment of God. He says not to fear
those who can destroy only the physical human body (soma in the Greek), but fear Him
(God) who is also able to destroy the soul (psuche)—here denoting the person’s physical
being with its consciousness.

Simply stated, Christ was showing that when one man kills another the resulting death
is only temporary; God can raise anyone to conscious life again either soon after death
(see Matthew 9:23-25; 27:52; John 11:43-44; Acts 9:40-41; 20:9-11) or in the age to
come after Christ returns to the earth. The person who has died is not ultimately gone
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forever. We must have a proper fear of God, who alone can remove one’s physical life
and all possibility of any later resurrection to life. When God destroys one in “hell,” that
person’s destruction is permanent.

What is the “hell” spoken of in this verse? The Greek word used here is gehenna, which
comes from the combination of two Hebrew words, gai and hinnom, meaning “Valley of
Hinnom.” The term originally referred to a valley on the south side of Jerusalem in
which pagan deities were worshipped.

Because of its reputation as an abominable place, it later became a garbage dump where
refuse was burned. Gehenna became synonymous with “a place of burning”—a site used
to dispose of useless things.

Only God can utterly destroy human existence and eliminate any hope of a resurrection.
The Scriptures teach that God will in the future burn up the incorrigibly wicked in an
all-consuming fire, turning them to ashes (Malachi 4:3)—annihilating them forever.

1 Thessalonians 5:23: Spirit, soul and body?

Many are confused by an expression the apostle Paul uses in one of his letters to the
Thessalonians: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
What does Paul mean by the phrase “spirit, soul, and body”?

By “spirit” (pneuma), Paul means the non-material component that is joined to the
physical human brain to form the human mind. This spirit is not conscious of itself.
Rather, it gives the brain the ability to reason, create and analyze our existence (see also
Job 32:8; 1 Corinthians 2:11). By “soul” (psuche), Paul means the person’s physical
being with its consciousness. By “body” (soma), Paul means a physical body of flesh. In
short, Paul wished for the whole person, including the mind, vitality of conscious life
and physical body, to be sanctified and blameless.

Revelation 6:9-10: Souls of slain crying out?

“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?’” (Revelation 6:9-10).

To understand this scripture, we must remember the context. John was witnessing a
vision while he was “in the Spirit” (Revelation 4:2). Under inspiration he was seeing
future events depicted in symbolism. The fifth seal is figurative of the Great Tribulation,
a time of world turmoil preceding Christ’s return. In this vision, John sees under the
altar the martyred believers who sacrificed their lives for their faith in God. These souls
figuratively cry out, “Avenge our blood!” This can be compared to Abel’s blood
metaphorically crying out to God from the ground (Genesis 4:10). Though neither dead
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souls nor blood can actually speak, these phrases figuratively demonstrate that a God of
justice will not forget the evil deeds of mankind perpetrated against His righteous
followers.

This verse does not describe living souls that have gone to heaven. The Bible confirms
that “no one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the
Son of Man who is in heaven [Jesus Christ]” (John 3:13). Even righteous King David, a
man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22), was described by Peter as being “dead and
buried” (Acts 2:29), not alive in heaven or some other state or location (verse 34).
The History of the Immortal-Soul Teaching

Despite widespread use of the phrase immortal soul, this terminology is found nowhere
in the Bible. Where did the idea of an immortal soul originate?

The concept of the soul’s supposed immortality was first taught in ancient Egypt and
Babylon. “The belief that the soul continues in existence after the dissolution of the body
is…speculation…nowhere expressly taught in Holy Scripture…The belief in the
immortality of the soul came to the Jews from contact with Greek thought and chiefly
through the philosophy of Plato, its principal exponent, who was led to it through
Orphic and Eleusinian mysteries in which Babylonian and Egyptian views were
strangely blended” (Jewish Encyclopedia, 1941, Vol. 6, “Immortality of the Soul,” pp.
564, 566).

Plato (428-348 B.C.), the Greek philosopher and student of Socrates, taught that the
body and the “immortal soul” separate at death. The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia comments on ancient Israel’s view of the soul: “We are influenced always
more or less by the Greek, Platonic idea that the body dies, yet the soul is immortal.
Such an idea is utterly contrary to the Israelite consciousness and is nowhere found in
the Old Testament” (1960, Vol. 2, p. 812, “Death”).

Early Christianity was influenced and corrupted by Greek philosophies as it spread
through the Greek and Roman world. By A.D. 200 the doctrine of the immortality of the
soul became a controversy among Christian believers.

The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology notes that Origen, an early and influential
Catholic theologian, was influenced by Greek thinkers: “Speculation about the soul in
the sub-apostolic church was heavily influenced by Greek philosophy. This is seen in
Origen’s acceptance of Plato’s doctrine of the preexistence of the soul as pure mind
(nous) originally, which, by reason of its fall from God, cooled down to soul (psyche)
when it lost its participation in the divine fire by looking earthward” (1992, “Soul,” p.
1037).

Secular history reveals that the concept of the immortality of the soul is an ancient belief
embraced by many pagan religions. But it’s not a biblical teaching and is not found in
either the Old or New Testaments.
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Jesus Christ and Biblical Writers Compare Death to Sleep

What happens to a person when he dies? The Bible compares death to a state of sleep. It
is not a normal “sleep,” of course. It is a sleep in which there is no thought, brain activity
or life whatsoever. Passages throughout the Bible show this to be the case.

For example, Ecclesiastes 9 states, “For the living know that they will die; but the dead
know nothing . . . For there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave
where you are going” (verses 5, 10).

Daniel 12:2 describes the dead as “those who sleep in the dust of the earth,” who later
“shall awake” through being resurrected.

Job speaks of the state of the dead on more than one occasion. “Why did I not die at
birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb?…For now I would have lain
still and been quiet, I would have been asleep; then I would have been at rest…There the
wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at rest” (Job 3:11, 13, 17).

Many centuries later the biblical account of the death of Lazarus, a friend of Jesus,
illustrates death to be a sleeplike state. “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of
Bethany” (John 11:1). Jesus decided to go to him, but, so He could perform a miracle to
strengthen His disciples’ faith, He waited until Lazarus died.

Before going to Bethany, Jesus discussed the condition of Lazarus with His disciples. He
told them Lazarus was asleep and that He was going to awaken him (John 11:11-14).
The disciples responded that sleep was good because it would help him get well (verse
12). Jesus then plainly told them, “Lazarus is dead” (verse 14). Notice that Jesus stated
emphatically that Lazarus was dead, but at the same time He described death as a
condition like sleep.

When the time came for Jesus to act, “He cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth!’
And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes…Jesus said to
them, ‘Loose him, and let him go’” (verses 43-44).

Lazarus had not gone to heaven or hell. He had been entombed, where he “slept” in
death until Jesus called him out of the grave by a miraculous resurrection.

Like Lazarus, everyone enters a figurative state of sleep at death. The dead are
unconscious. The common belief is that at death the body goes to the grave and the soul
remains conscious and goes either to heaven or hell. Yet as we have seen, this belief is
not biblical.

In another reference that describes the state of the dead, Paul refers to the righteous
dead who will be resurrected to meet Christ in the air as being “asleep”:

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with
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the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
And thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).

So those who are in their graves will be resurrected, rising to meet the returning
Messiah along with His followers who are then still alive. They all will be caught up in
the air to meet Christ in the first resurrection. They will then return to the earth to reign
with Him in the Kingdom of God.

That the dead are figuratively in a state of sleep, awaiting the resurrection, “was the
prevalent opinion until as late as the 5th century” (D.P. Walker, The Decline of Hell:
Seventeenth-Century Discussions of Eternal Torment, 1964,p. 35). The change away
from the biblical teaching occurred several centuries after Christ. The plain teaching of
the Bible is that the dead are unconscious, waiting in the grave. They are, as Jesus and
Paul put it, sleeping. They will not awake until the resurrection.

Even Martin Luther, leader of the Protestant Reformation, wrote at one point: “It is
probable, in my opinion, that, with very few exceptions indeed, the dead sleep in utter
insensibility till the day of judgment . . . On what authority can it be said that the souls
of the dead may not sleep . . . in the same way that the living pass in profound slumber
the interval between their downlying at night and their uprising in the morning?”
(Letter to Nicholas Amsdorf, Jan. 13, 1522, quoted in Jules Michelet, The Life of Luther,
translated by William Hazlitt, 1862, p. 133). Yet the Reformation did not embrace the
truth that the dead sleep in total unawareness.

Eventually all will arise from this sleep. As Jesus said, the hour is coming “in which all
who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth” (John 5:28-29). This is the
comforting and encouraging truth revealed in the Scriptures.

The Spirit in Man

Human beings do have a spiritual component to our makeup. As Job 32:8 says, “There
is a spirit in man.” Zechariah 12:1 tells us that God “forms the spirit of man within him.”
And the apostle Paul pointed out, “For what man knows the things of a man except the
spirit of the man which is in him?” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

It is this human spirit that imparts human intellect to our physical brains, creating the
human mind. This is what makes people vastly more intelligent than animals.

Yet this spiritual aspect of human existence is nothing like the immortal soul concept. It
is something distinctly different. The spirit in man is not animate of itself. It is not a
spirit entity that “lives on” after death. As Scripture shows, the human spirit has no
consciousness apart from the body, for man is mortal. When we die, we will have no
awareness of anything at all.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us that, at death, “the spirit returns to God who gave it”—where it
is retained until the future time when God places those individual spirits within new
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bodies at the resurrection, thereby bringing individuals back to life with their
personality and memories preserved and intact.

The human spirit is critical to our destiny, since God’s Holy Spirit joining with it is what
makes us God’s children (Romans 8:16). And just as the human spirit gives us human
understanding, so God’s Spirit gives us higher, godly understanding (1 Corinthians 2:10-
16). We are not born with the Holy Spirit but receive it from God following repentance
and baptism (Acts 2:38).

Will a Loving God Punish People Forever in Hell?

Take this simple test. Or perhaps it’s better if you just imagined it, since the actual test
would prove quite painful.

Light a match, then hold your finger in its tiny flame for five seconds. What happens?
You’ll likely scream involuntarily and suffer misery for several days from a painful burn.

Perhaps you’ve seen a burn victim who was disfigured in some horrible accident, his
flesh gnarled and misshapen. Imagine being trapped in flames that would char and
burn away your skin in the same way. What would that kind of agony feel like if it went
on for a minute? For a year? For a lifetime? For ever and ever?

Most people would find the idea horrifying almost beyond imagination. They would
understandably be aghast and sickened that anyone might willingly torture another
person in that way.

Why, then, are so many willing to accept the idea that the God they worship and hold in
highest esteem would willingly inflict such punishment not on just a few, but on a great
multitude of people who die every single day? How can such a belief possibly square
with the Bible’s description of a God who is infinitely loving and merciful?

Just what is the truth about hell?

Hell through the centuries

The traditional view of hell as a fiery cauldron of punishment has been taught for
centuries. Perhaps one of the earliest to expound this view among Christians was the
Catholic theologian Tertullian, who lived around A.D. 160-225. In the third century,
Cyprian of Carthage also wrote: “The damned will burn for ever in hell. Devouring
flames will be their eternal portion. Their torments will never have diminution or end”
(quoted by Peter Toon, Heaven and Hell: A Biblical and Theological Overview, 1986, p.
163).

This belief has been officially reiterated over the centuries. An edict from the Council of
Constantinople (modern Istanbul) in 543 states: “Whoever says or thinks that the
punishment of demons and the wicked will not be eternal…let him be anathema” (D.P.
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Walker, The Decline of Hell: Seventeenth-Century Discussions of Eternal Torment,
1964, p. 21).

The Lateran church council in 1215 reaffirmed its belief in eternal torture of the wicked
in these words: “The damned will go into everlasting punishment with the devil” (Toon,
p. 164). The Augsburg Confession of 1530 reads: “Christ will return…to give eternal life
and everlasting joy to believers and the elect, but to condemn ungodly men and the
devils to hell and eternal punishment” (Toon, p. 131).

Teachings on the subject of hell have by no means been consistent through the
centuries. Beliefs about hell have varied widely, depending on which theologian’s or
church historian’s ideas one reads. Generally speaking, the most common belief has
been that hell is a place in which wicked people are tortured forever, but never
consumed, by ever-burning flames.

Hell’s location has been a subject of much discussion. Some have believed it to be in the
sun. For centuries the common view was that hell is inside the earth in a vast
subterranean chamber.

The most comprehensive description of hell as a place, as man commonly views it, is
found not in the Bible but rather in the 14th-century work The Divine Comedy, written
by the Italian poet Dante Alighieri. In the first part of this work, called “The Inferno,”
Dante described an imaginary journey through hell replete with its fiery sufferings.

A more modern interpretation rejects the idea of physical torment and asserts that the
torture of hell is mental anguish caused by separation from God. A recent survey of
modern attitudes revealed that 53 percent of Americans embrace this perspective (U.S.
News and World Report, Jan. 31, 2000, p. 47).

Pope John Paul II “declared that hell is ‘not a punishment imposed externally by God’
but is the natural consequence of the unrepentant sinner’s choice to live apart from
God” (ibid., p. 48). Still others have rejected the doctrine of hell outright and believe
everyone will be saved.

Why do we see so much diversity in beliefs about hell? Like belief in the immortality of
the soul, common misconceptions of hell are rife with the ideas of men rather than the
teachings of the Bible.

The popular concept of hell is a mixture of small bits of Bible truth combined with
pagan ideas and human imagination. As we will see, this has produced a grossly
inaccurate portrayal of what happens to the wicked after death.

An angry God

One of the most graphic descriptions of the torments of hell as conceived by men was
given by the Puritan minister Jonathan Edwards in a 1741 sermon, “Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God.”
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He said: “The bow of God’s wrath is bent, and the arrows made ready…[by] an angry
God…It is nothing but His mere pleasure that keeps you from being this moment
swallowed up in everlasting destruction! The God that holds you over the pit of hell,
much as one holds a spider, or some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you and is
dreadfully provoked: His wrath towards you burns like fire; He looks upon you as
worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the fire…

“You are ten thousand times more abominable in His eyes than the most hateful
venomous serpent is in ours. You have offended Him…and yet it is nothing but His
hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment…

“O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great furnace of wrath, a wide
and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held over in the hand of God…
You hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath flashing about it, and
ready every moment to singe it, and burn it asunder.”

This human concept of hell was so terrible that the prospect of such a fate caused great
anguish, fear and anxiety for many Puritans. “The heavy emphasis on hell and
damnation combined with an excessive self-scrutiny led many into clinical depression:
suicide seems to have been prevalent” (Karen Armstrong, A History of God, 1993, p.
284).

The Puritans were not the only ones tormented by fear of hell. Many people have been
terrorized by the thought of hell ever since this non-biblical concept crept into religious
teaching. Other ministers and teachers have, like Jonathan Edwards, used a similar
approach to frighten people into belief and obedience.

One of the reasons this concept of hell survived is because theologians believed the
teaching deterred people from evil. “It was thought that, if the fear of eternal
punishment were removed, most people would behave without any moral restraint
whatever and that society would collapse into an anarchical orgy” (Walker, p. 4).

Could a compassionate God torture people forever?

Is it possible to reconcile this view of a God who terrorizes people through the fear of
eternal torment in hell with the compassionate and merciful God we meet in the Bible?

God is a God of love who does not want any to perish (2 Peter 3:9). He tells us to love
our enemies (Matthew 5:44). “He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (verse 45). Yet the traditional view of hell
would have us believe that God vengefully torments evil people for all eternity—not a
few decades or even centuries, but for an infinite length of time.

The idea that God sentences people to eternal punishment is so repulsive that it has
turned some away from belief in God and Christianity.

One such example is Charles Darwin. In his private autobiography he wrote: “Thus
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disbelief crept over me at a very slow rate, but was at last complete…I can indeed hardly
see how anyone ought to wish Christianity to be true; for if so, the plain language of the
text seems to show that the men who do not believe…will be everlastingly punished.
And this is a damnable doctrine” (quoted by Paul Martin, The Healing Mind: The Vital
Links Between Brain and Behavior, Immunity and Disease, 1997, p. 327).

The problem is not that the Bible teaches this “damnable doctrine,” but that men have
misunderstood what the Bible says.

Other aspects of the traditional teaching of hell simply offend the senses. One such
belief is that righteous people, who are saved, will be able to witness the torments of the
wicked. As one author explains the view some hold, “part of the happiness of the
blessed consists in contemplating the torments of the damned. This sight gives them joy
because it is a manifestation of God’s justice and hatred of sin, but chiefly because it
provides a contrast which heightens their awareness of their own bliss” (Walker, p. 29).

This scenario is especially revolting for several reasons. According to such twisted
reasoning, parents would inevitably witness the suffering of their own children and vice
versa, relishing in it. Husbands and wives would feel joy in seeing unbelieving spouses
tortured forever. Worst of all, the doctrine paints God as sadistic, cruel and merciless.

Those who insist that the Bible teaches eternal torment by fire should ask whether such
a belief is consistent with what the Bible teaches us about God. For example, how could
God justly deal with those who have lived and died without having ever received an
opportunity to be saved? This would include the millions who died as babies as well as
the billions of unbelievers or idolaters who lived and died never knowing God or His
Son. Regrettably, the vast majority of all those who have ever lived fall into this
category.

Some theologians reason around this difficulty by assuming that those who never had
the opportunity to know God or hear the name of Jesus Christ will be given a sort of free
pass. The rationale is that since their state of ignorance is due to circumstances beyond
their control, God will admit them into heaven regardless of their lack of repentance. If
true, this raises a troubling possibility—that missionary efforts to such areas could be
the cause of people who do not accept their teachings being lost!

Quandaries such as this have painted many theologians and other Christians into a
corner. Accordingly, some have challenged the traditional concept of a hell of eternal
torment through the centuries. “In every generation people keep questioning the
orthodox belief in everlasting conscious torment” (Four Views on Hell, William
Crockett, editor, 1996, p. 140).

Nevertheless, as we have seen, church councils through the ages have upheld the
doctrine. Firmly rooted in traditional Christian belief, it’s an idea that will not go away.
A U.S. News and World Report poll from not too long ago shows that more Americans
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believe in hell today than in the 1950s or even the 1980s and early 1990s (Jan. 31, 2000,
p. 46).

The prospect of hell will continue to haunt people. As U.S. News and World Report
concluded, “Hell’s powerful images will no doubt continue to loom over humanity, as
they have for more than 2,000 years, as a grim and ominous reminder of the reality of
evil and its consequences.”

More than one hell in the Bible

So what is the truth about hell? What does the Bible really teach? Many are surprised to
learn that the Bible speaks of three hells—but not in the sense that is widely believed.
Let us discover why there is so much confusion about hell.

From the original languages in which the Bible was written, one Hebrew word and three
Greek words are translated “hell” in our English-language Bibles. The four words convey
three different meanings.

The Hebrew word sheol, used in the Old Testament, has the same meaning as hades,
one of the three Greek words translated “hell” in the New Testament.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary explains the meaning of both words: “The Greek word
Hades…is sometimes, but misleadingly, translated ‘hell’ in English versions of the
N[ew] T[estament]. It refers to the place of the dead…The old Hebrew concept of the
place of the dead, most often called Sheol…is usually translated as Hades, and the Greek
term was naturally and commonly used by Jews writing in Greek” (1992, Vol. 3, p. 14,
“Hades, Hell”).

Both sheol and hades refer simply to the grave. A comparison of an Old Testament and
a New Testament scripture confirm this. Psalm 16:10 says, “For You will not leave my
soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” In Acts 2:27, the
apostle Peter quotes this verse and shows that it is a reference to Jesus Christ. Here the
Greek word hades is substituted for the Hebrew sheol.

Where did Christ go when He died? His spirit returned to God (Luke 23:46; see “The
Spirit in Man” on page 14). His body was placed in a tomb belonging to Joseph of
Arimathea. The two passages, in Psalms and Acts, tell us Jesus’ flesh did not decay in
the grave because God resurrected Him.

Many scriptures that use the term hell in the King James Version are simply talking
about the grave, the place where everyone, whether good or evil, goes at death. The
Hebrew word sheol is used in the Old Testament 65 times. In the King James Version it
is translated “grave” 31 times, “hell” 31 times and “pit”—a hole in the ground—three
times.

The Greek word hades is used 11 times in the New Testament. In the King James
translation, in all instances but one the term hades is translated “hell.” The one
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exception is 1 Corinthians 15:55, where it is translated “grave.” In the New King James
Version, the translators avoided misconceptions by simply using the original Greek
word hades in all 11 instances.

One word is for demon imprisonment

A second Greek word, tartaroo, is also translated “hell” in the New Testament. This
word is used only once in the Bible (2 Peter 2:4), where it refers to the current restraint
or imprisonment of the fallen angels, otherwise known as demons.

The Expository Dictionary of Bible Words explains that tartaroo means “to confine in
Tartaros” and that “Tartaros was the Greek name for the mythological abyss where
rebellious gods were confined” (Lawrence Richards, 1985, “Heaven and Hell,” p. 337).

Peter uses this reference to contemporary mythology to show that the sinning angels
were “delivered…into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment.” These fallen
angels are now restrained while awaiting their ultimate judgment for their rebellion
against God and destructive influence on humanity.

The place where they are imprisoned is not some dark or fiery netherworld. Rather,
their confinement is on the earth, where they wield influence over the nations and over
individuals. The Gospels record that Jesus Christ and His apostles had very real
encounters with Satan and His demons (Matthew 4:1-11; 8:16, 28-33; 9:32-33; John
13:26-27). Jesus even referred to Satan as the ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30;
16:11).

The term tartaroo applies only to demons. Nowhere does it refer to a fiery hell in which
human beings are punished after death.

Another word for burning—burning up, that is

Only with the remaining word translated “hell,” the Greek word gehenna, do we see
some elements people commonly associate with the traditional view of hell—but not in
the manner portrayed in the hell of men’s imagination.

Gehenna refers to a valley just outside Jerusalem. The word is derived from the Hebrew
Gai-Hinnom, the Valley of Hinnom (Joshua 18:16). “Religiously it was a place of
idolatrous and human sacrifices . . . In order to put an end to these abominations,
[Judah’s King] Josiah polluted it with human bones and other corruptions (2 Kgs.
23:10, 13, 14)” (Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary New
Testament, 1992, p. 360).

This is a picture of the Gehenna Valley looking East towards the Mount of Offence. This
is also the City of Silwan which goes up that Mount of Offence in the valley of the Gihon
spring also called the Kidron and Valley of Jehosaphat.

At the time of Jesus this valley was what we might call the city dump—the place where
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trash was thrown and consumed in the fires that constantly burned there. The carcasses
of dead animals—and the bodies of despised criminals—were also cast into Gehenna to
be burned.

Jesus thus uses this particular location and what took place there to help His listeners
clearly understand the fate the unrepentant will suffer in the future. They would have
easily grasped what He meant.

Immortal worms in hell?

In Mark 9:47-48, for example, Jesus specifically refers to Gehenna and what took place
there. But without a proper historical background, many people draw erroneous
conclusions as to what He said.

Notice His words: “It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell [gehenna] fire—where ‘their worm does not die
and the fire is not quenched.’” Any inhabitant of Jerusalem would have immediately
understood what Jesus meant, since Gehenna—the Valley of Hinnom—was just outside
the city walls to the south.

Without this understanding, people commonly end up with several misconceptions
about this verse. Some believe the “worm” is a reference to pangs of conscience that
condemned people suffer in hell: “‘The worm that dieth not’ was nearly always
interpreted figuratively, as meaning the stings of envy and regret” (Walker, p. 61). Many
believe that the phrase “the fire is not quenched” is a reference to ever-burning fires that
torture the damned.

This scripture has been notoriously interpreted out of context. Notice that the phrase
“their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” appears in quotation marks.
Jesus is quoting from Isaiah 66:24. A proper understanding of His statement begins
there.

The context in Isaiah 66 refers to a time when, God says, “all flesh shall come to
worship before Me” (verse 23). It is a time when the wicked will be no more. What will
have happened to them? In verse 24 we read that people “will go out and look upon the
dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire
be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind” (NIV).

Notice that in this verse Jesus notes that the bodies affected by the worms are dead.
These are not living people writhing in fire. When Jesus returns, He will fight those who
resist Him (Revelation 19:11-15). Those who are slain in the battle will not be buried;
their bodies will be left on the ground, where scavenging birds and maggots will
consume their flesh.
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According to the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (1980), the original
Hebrew word translated “worm” in Isaiah 66:24 and Mark 9:47-48 means “worm,
maggot, [or] larvae.”

Neither Isaiah nor Christ is talking about immortal worms. The vermin of which they
speak, maggots, would not die while maggots because, sustained with flesh to eat, they
would live to turn into flies. The flies would then lay eggs that hatch into more maggots
(the larvae of flies), perpetuating the cycle until there is nothing left for them to
consume.

This background information helps us better understand Jesus Christ’s words. In His
day, when the bodies of dead animals or executed criminals were cast into the burning
trash heap of Gehenna, those bodies would be destroyed by maggots, by the fires that
were constantly burning there or by a combination of both. Historically a body that was
not buried, but was subjected to burning, was viewed as accursed.

What does Jesus mean in Mark 9:48 when He quotes Isaiah in saying, “the fire is not
quenched”? With the preceding background we can understand. He means simply that
the fire will burn until the bodies of the wicked are consumed. This expression, used
several times in Scripture, refers to fire that consumes entirely (Ezekiel 20:47). An
unquenched fire is one that has not been extinguished. Rather, it burns itself out when
it consumes everything and has no more combustible material to keep it going.

This is a picture of the beginning of the Hinnom Valley also known as the Gehenna
Valley as it goes down towards the Kidron. This is just south of the Jaffa Gate today. It is
proof that Hell has frozen over and that a snow flake does stand a good chance of
surviving in Hell. Yes I am poking fun at a couple of popular quotes people like to use to
show you the great misunderstanding that they have of Gehenna.

When are the wicked punished?

But, we might ask, when does this punishment take place?

As we saw earlier, Jesus quotes from the prophet Isaiah, who wrote of a time after the
Messiah establishes His reign on earth. Only then would all humanity “come and bow
down” before Him (Isaiah 66:23, NIV). Only then would this prophecy be fulfilled.

Jesus uses a common site of trash disposal in His day—the burning garbage dump in
the Valley of Hinnom outside Jerusalem’s walls—to illustrate the ultimate fate of the
wicked in what the Scriptures call a lake of fire. Just as the refuse of the city was
consumed by maggots and fire, so will the wicked be burned up—consumed—by a future
Gehenna-like fire at the end of the seventh millennium (Revelation 20:7-9, 12-15).

Peter explains that at this time “the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up” (2 Peter 3:10). The implication is that the surface of the earth will become a
molten mass, obliterating any evidence of human wickedness.
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What will happen after that? The apostle John writes: “Now I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away” (Revelation 21:1).
The entire earth will be transformed into a suitable abode for the righteous who, by that
time, will have inherited eternal life.

The destruction of soul and body in hell

Another place where Jesus speaks of gehenna fire is Matthew 10:28: “And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell [gehenna].”

We should notice that Jesus does not speak of people suffering everlasting torment. He
says that God can destroy—annihilate—both the body and soul in Gehenna fire. (To
learn more, see “Do Some Bible Verses Teach We Have an Immortal Soul?”)

Jesus here explains that, when one man kills another, the resulting death is only
temporary because God can raise the victim to life again. But when God destroys one in
hell (gehenna), the resulting death is eternal. There is no resurrection from this fate,
which the Bible calls “the second death.”

The Bible explains that unrepentant sinners are cast into the lake of fire, or gehenna, at
the end of the age. “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8).

This verse and others like it show that the doctrine of universal salvation is false. Not
everyone will be saved. Some will, in the end, refuse to repent—and they will suffer
punishment. But that punishment is not to burn in fire without ending. Rather, it is to
die a death from which there is no resurrection.

As we discussed earlier, the wicked will be destroyed. They will not live for eternity in
another place or state of everlasting anguish. They will reap their destruction in the lake
of fire at the end of the age. They will be consumed virtually instantaneously by the heat
of the fire and will never live again.

The wicked burned to ashes

Another passage that graphically illustrates the utter destruction of the wicked is found
in Malachi 4:1: “‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud,
yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them
up,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘that will leave them neither root nor branch.’”

The time setting is the end, when God will bring retribution on the wicked for their
rebellious, reprehensible ways. To those who surrender to God and live in obedience to
Him, God says: “‘You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of
your feet on the day that I do this,’ says the LORD of hosts” (verse 3).

45/52



God, speaking through the prophet Malachi, makes clear the ultimate fate of the wicked.
They are to be uprooted like a nonproductive tree, leaving not so much as a root or twig.
They will be consumed by the flames of the lake of fire, leaving only ashes.

The Bible does teach that the wicked will be punished by fire—but not the mythical hell
of men’s imagination. God is a God of mercy and love. Those who willfully choose to
reject His way of life, characterized by obedience to His law of love (Romans 13:10), will
die, not suffer forever. They will be consumed by fire and forgotten. They will not be
tortured for all eternity.

Remember that eternal life is something that God must grant, and He will grant it to
only those who repent and follow Him—not those who persist in rebellion against Him.

Realize that the final death of the incorrigibly wicked in a lake of fire is an act not only of
justice, but of mercy on God’s part. To allow them to continue to live on in unrepentant,
eternal rebellion would cause themselves and others only great sorrow and anguish.
God will not put them through that, much less torture them for all eternity in
excruciating torment without end.

The encouraging truth of the Bible is that God is indeed a God of great mercy, wisdom
and righteous judgment. As Psalm 19:9 assures us, “The judgments of the LORD are
true and righteous altogether.”

Lazarus and the Rich Man: Proof of Heaven and Hell?

Many interpret one of Jesus’ parables to mean that people have immortal souls that go
to heaven or hell immediately at death. But does this parable really say that? Let’s
examine the matter, paying close attention to the historical context.

Jesus presents the following story: “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in
purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar
named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores.
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“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The
rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes
and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’

“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And
besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to
pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’

“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house,
for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of
torment.’

“Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’

“And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.’

“But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded though one rise from the dead’” (Luke 16:19-31).

When we look at this account in light of other scriptures and in its historical context, it
becomes apparent that this is an allegory, a familiar story of the time that Jesus uses to
point out a spiritual lesson to those who knew the law but did not keep it. It was never
intended to be understood literally.
Bible language expert Dr. Lawrence Richards, in discussing this passage in The Victor
Bible Background Commentary, New Testament, explains that Jesus used
contemporary Jewish thought about the afterlife (which by this time was influenced by
pagan mythology) to point out a spiritual lesson about how we view and treat others.

In this view of the afterlife, Hades, the abode of the dead, was “thought to be divided
into two compartments” and “conversations could be held between persons” in the
abode of the righteous and those in the abode of the unrighteous. “Jewish writings also
picture the first as a verdant land with sweet waters welling up from numerous springs,”
separated from the second, which was described as a parched and dry land. These
elements show up in Christ’s allegory.

“In Christ’s story God was the beggar’s only source of help, for the rich man was
certainly not going to do a single thing for him!…. It is important to see this parable of
Jesus as a continuation of His conflict with the Pharisees over riches. Christ has said, ‘You
cannot serve God and Money’ (16:13). When the Pharisees sneered, Jesus responded,
‘What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight’ (16:15).

“There’s no doubt that the Pharisees remained unconvinced…. And so Christ told a story
intended to underline the importance of what He had just said…
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“During this life the wealthy man would surely have been featured on the 1980s TV
program, ‘Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.’ The cameras would have focused on his
marble mansion with its decorative wrought iron gates…. and the fabulous feasts he
held for his important friends.

“As the TV equipment was taken into the rich man’s home, a cameraman might have
stumbled over the dying beggar, destitute and abandoned just outside the rich man’s
house…. Surely he was beneath the notice of the homeowner, who never gave a thought
to the starving man just outside, though all Lazarus yearned for was just a crumb from
the overladen tables.

“If we look only at this life, the rich man seems to be both blessed and fortunate, and the
poor man, rejected and cursed. There is no question which state people would highly
value, and which they would find detestable.

“But then, Jesus says, both men died. And suddenly their situations are reversed! Lazarus
is by ‘Abraham’s side,’ a phrase which pictures him reclining in the place of honor at a
banquet that symbolizes eternal blessedness. But the rich man finds himself in torment,
separated from the place of blessing by a ‘great chasm’ (16:26). Even though he begs for
just one drop of water, Abraham sadly shakes his head. No relief is possible—or
appropriate!…

“The rich man had received his good things, and had used them selfishly for his benefit
alone. Despite frequent injunctions in the O[ld] T[estament] for the rich to share their
good things with the poor, this rich man’s indifference to Lazarus showed how far his
heart was from God and how far his path had strayed from God’s ways. They were his
riches, and he would use them only for himself. Ah, how well the rich man depicts those
Pharisees who ‘loved money’ and who even then were sneering at Jesus!

“And so Jesus’ first point is driven home. You Pharisees simply cannot love God and
Money. Love for Money is detestable to God, for you will surely be driven to make
choices in life which are hateful to Him. A love of money may serve you well in this life.
But in the world to come, you will surely pay.

“But Jesus does not stop here. He portrays the rich man as appealing to Abraham to
send Lazarus to warn his brothers, who live as selfishly as he did. Again Abraham
refuses. They have ‘Moses and the Prophets’ (16:31), that is, the Scriptures. If they do
not heed the Scriptures they will not respond should one come back from the dead….

“In essence then Christ makes a stunning charge: the hardness and unwillingness of the
Pharisees and teachers of the Law to Jesus’ words reflect a hardness to the Word of God
itself, which these men pretend to honor….

“This entire chapter calls us to realize that if we take this reality seriously, it will affect
the way we view and use money, and the way we respond to the poor and the
oppressed” (1994, pp. 193-195). This is the point of the allegory Jesus uses, Dr. Richards
explains, not to teach the popular (but erroneous) idea of heaven and hell.
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Who Was the Rich Man?

The Rich Man was an actual son of Abraham. Christ had him calling Abraham his
“father” (Luke 16:24) and Abraham acknowledged him as “son” (verse 25). Such
sonship made the Rich Man a legal possessor of Abraham’s inheritance. Indeed, the
Rich Man had all the physical blessings promised to Abraham’s seed. He wore purple,
the symbol of kingship, a sign that the Davidic or Messianic Kingdom was his. He wore
linen, the symbol of priesthood, showing that God’s ordained priests and the Temple
were his. Who was this Rich Man who possessed these blessings while living on the
earth?

The Israelite tribe that finally assumed possession of both the kingdom and priesthood,
and the tribe which became the representative one of all the promises given to
Abraham, was Judah. There cannot be the slightest doubt of this when the whole
parable is analyzed. Remember that Judah had “five brothers.” The Rich Man also had
the same (verse 28).

“The sons of Leah; [1] Reuben; Jacob’s firstborn, and [2] Simeon,
and[3] Levi, and Judah, and [4] Issachar, and [5] Zebulun.”

Genesis 35:23

“And Leah said … ‘now will my husband be pleased to dwell with me; for I
have born him six sons.’”

Genesis 30:20

Judah and the Rich Man each had “five brethren.” Not only that, the five brothers of the
parable had in their midst “Moses and the prophets” (verse 29). The people of Judah
possessed the “oracles of God” (Romans 3:1–2). Though the Rich Man (Judah) had been
given the actual inheritance of Abraham’s blessings (both spiritual and physical), Christ
was showing that he had been unfaithful with his responsibilities. When the true
inheritance was to be given, Judah was in “hades” and “in torment” while Lazarus
(Eleazar, the faithful steward) was now in Abraham’s bosom. He was finally received
into the “everlasting habitations” (verse 9).

Are Some Tortured Forever in a Lake of Fire?

“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the
beast and the false prophet are [or were cast, as many acknowledge this should be
rendered]. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation
20:10).

Does this verse say that these two end-time individuals, the Beast and False Prophet,
will be tormented for eternity?
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The Beast and False Prophet are human beings. While still alive, they will be cast into
the lake of fire. “Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the
beast and those who worshipped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of
fire burning with brimstone” (Revelation 19:20).

We see from Malachi 4:1-3 and Mark 9:47-48 that any human being thrown into the
lake of fire will be destroyed. He will perish. His punishment will be eternal. But he will
not be tormented for eternity.

Revelation 20:10 is speaking of Satan the devil being cast into the lake of fire at the end
of the 7th Millennium. Reference to the Beast and False Prophet being cast in is only
parenthetical here—as they will have died when that happened 1,000 years earlier. They
will not still be burning there. Thus being tormented “forever and ever” applies
principally to Satan—and presumably to his demonic cohorts as well (compare Matthew
25:41).
Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the Greek phrase translated “forever and
ever” here, eis tous aionas ton aionon, literally means “unto the ages of the ages.” While
this might mean for eternity, it could also mean until the culmination of the ages, which
would allow for an ending point soon after the casting into the fire.

Will the Torment of the Wicked Last Forever?

“He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in
the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever;
and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name” (Revelation 14:10-11).

At first glance this passage may seem to confirm the traditional idea of a seething,
sulfurous hellfire, mercilessly and eternally tormenting helpless immortal souls. But if
we don’t already hold to a preconceived mental picture of hell, we can quickly grasp that
this passage describes a considerably different circumstance.

First, notice the setting for this passage. From the context we see that the events it
describes occur on earth amid earth-shaking events and disasters occurring
immediately before or at Christ’s return, not in hell or the afterlife at all. This warning
describes the punishment that will befall all the earth’s inhabitants “who worship the
beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

Chapter 13 describes this “beast”—an end-time dictatorial superpower opposed to God
—and its mark. Those who accept this mark show that their allegiance is to this
powerful system rather than God, and in chapter 14 God reveals the consequences of
that choice—warning of the terrifying punishments that will precede Christ’s return (see
verses 14-20 and the following two chapters).

Notice also in this passage that the smoke from these terrifying events ascends forever—
it does not say that the people’s actual torment continues forever. David wrote in Psalm
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37:20 that “the wicked shall perish [not be tortured forever in hell]…Into smoke they
shall vanish away.”

The smoke is also no doubt associated with God’s wrath poured out on earth as
described in Revelation 16—which includes widespread destruction, great heat, warfare
and a massive earthquake. All these events will generate massive fires and a huge
amount of smoke.

The properties of smoke are such that it “ascends forever and ever” (14:11)—meaning
that nothing will prevent or stop it. Being a column of heated gas containing tiny,
suspended particles, it rises, expands and eventually dissipates. Moreover, the Greek
phrase translated “forever and ever” does not have to mean for all eternity. It could just
refer to this happening in the culmination of the ages.

The reference in verse 11 to the wicked receiving “no rest day or night” speaks of those
who continue to worship the beast and his image during this time. They will be in
constant terror and fear for their lives, and thus aren’t able to find a moment’s rest
during this terrifying time of God’s anger.
Rather than describing eternal torment of people in hell, from the context we see that
this passage is actually describing specific events to take place on earth at the end of this
age.

Does the Bible Speak of Hellfire That Lasts Forever?

Two verses that many assume prove the wicked are to be eternally tortured in hellfire
are Matthew 25:41 and 25:46. But do they? Let’s take a closer look.

First, notice the setting to which they refer—when Jesus “comes in His glory” (verses 31-
32). We are told that He separates the sheep from the goats. The sheep represent the
righteous (verses 34-40). At His return He sets the sheep at His right hand. The goats in
this instance represent sinners. They are appointed to assemble on Jesus’ left hand. He
then consigns the goats to “the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels”
(Matthew 25:41).

The word everlasting is translated from the Greek word aionios. The key to
understanding this verse is knowing what will occur everlastingly. Does it refer to a fire
that tortures without end, or does it have another meaning?

In Matthew 25:46 Jesus spoke in a single sentence of everlasting (aionios) punishment
and of life eternal (aionios). Since the righteous will be given eternal, or everlasting, life,
many theologians believe the punishing of the wicked must last as long as the life given
to the righteous. But this cannot be reconciled with the statement that those cast into
the lake of fire perish—they are killed. As explained elsewhere, they suffer death—the
second death (Revelation 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8).

A plain and simple meaning of Matthew 25:46 that fits with the rest of the Bible is that
the wicked are cast into a fire that annihilates them—renders them forever extinct. The
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resulting punishment of being cast into the aionios fire is a one-time event. It is a
permanent punishment, the results of which will remain forever—that is, eternal death.
It is not ongoing punishing that continues forever without end. This is the only
explanation that agrees with the rest of the Scriptures.

An additional point needs to be made regarding the meaning of aionios. Genesis 19
describes God’s destruction of two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, for their wickedness:
“Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah” (Genesis 19:24).
They were utterly destroyed—consumed by fire.

In the New Testament, the book of Jude describes these cities as “suffering the
vengeance of eternal [aionios] fire” (verse 7). Yet it is obvious that the fires that
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah are not still burning. In the case of these cities and in
the case of the wicked, who are consigned to aionios fire, the fire burns and completely
destroys. But the eternal aspect of the fire is its everlasting effect, not how long it
actually burns.

Here is a picture of the Sphinx and a Temple that I took at the ruins of Gomorrah. As
you can see they are still not burning.
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