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Shabbat Shalom Brethren,
Tomorrow on the first day of the week is the 50th day of Shavuot. And with this counting we
have as an annual reminder that the 50th year in a Jubilee cycle is also the first year in the
next count of 7 years that leads up to the next Sabbatical year. That 7-year count includes this
first year.
In the exact same way as Shavuot is on the first day of the week, the count continues to the
Sabbath in 6 more days. There is not an 8 day or 8-year interval here. The 7-day week and the
7-year sabbatical cycle is continuous and not broken. The first day and or the first year are
both the 1st and the 50th at the same time. The next day is still Monday and day two and the
next year in a Jubilee cycle is year two not year one.
We have explained this in detail in our latest book “Remembering the Sabbatical Years of
2016” which you can order from our web site. Just click on the book.
A number of events took place last week that I had wanted to write you about. Actually I do not
want to write you at all about it. But I must.
So let me give them to you as they came to me.
On Sunday May 5th I, as many of you also did, received the following email from Boaz in
Israel. We posted this in our News Letter of last week and do so now again for your review.
Dear friends and partners of Shefa Israel,
The picture shown here is one of the few vines that survived the winter sand storms. This
picture of life coming out of certain death is what gives us the hope and the courage to
continue with what it is that the Father has called us to do, to plant a vineyard in the desert.
The weather we had in the winter of 2013 was something that no one could have forecast. We
are used to the desert and her harsh winters and these are generally ideal conditions for
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growing vines. The repeated bombardment of the North Westerly sand storms, the worst in 10
years, took their toll on the vines and caused irreparable damage to a lot of the young grafts.
We did all we could in the physical to protect our young charges but the elements where just
too much for us this time. We called in experts in the vine field and they told us one thing, “We
need to replant now”.
The summer will give the vines 6 to eight months to establish themselves in the field. We are
not giving up on what the Father called us to do in this very special part of the Land – the place
where our forefathers sojourned for 20 years of the 40 years in the Wilderness, where
Abraham Isaac and Jacob walked. The Land promised to us as our inheritance. It is our
responsibility firstly to our Heavenly Father and also to those that have stood with us to carry
this on and see it through to its fruition. We cannot do it alone – we need your help – the cost
to replant the destroyed vines will be around USD8000. This seems so much to ask, but if we
all pull together, I am sure we can make it happen. Should the Father be placing it on your
heart to help us in this replanting please use the donate button on the home page or contact
us at boazandrina@shefaisrael.com or Joe Dumond and admin@sightedmoon.com As if the
sandstorms were not enough, we are currently fighting off, if one can believe it, a greater
danger – Locust infestation. The initial infestation started a month ago with two to three days of
large swarms coming over the border, with the wind from Egypt. They were mature and not
hungry but managed to lay millions of eggs before either being exterminated or being allowed
to die naturally. The eggs have hatched and the Negev Highlands are alive with millions of
young locusts. They are not yet ravenous and extremely destructive. We have to exterminate
them before their next stage of maturity. Failure to achieve this would mean the loss of all the
farm lands here in our area. The government is attending to the huge open areas with crop
dusters but each individual farmer is responsible for his own land. Every available man is
carrying a sprayer and going to war against these little jumping insects. As of now, the Israel
Department of Agriculture is giving us the chemicals with which to wage war against the
locusts but we need your prayers for the hours of work that the spraying is going to take. It
cannot be done by machine as the locusts flee before the tractors. It has to be done on foot to
be most effective!
We thank you for considering us in your prayers and endeavors
Boaz and Rinah
After reading this I began to ask Yehovah why? Why is this happening to us? We are keeping
the Sabbath. Although Boaz and Rinah keep the Holy Days according to the Jewish Hebraic
calendar and we are keeping it according to the Sighted Moon, we both keep them, as we
understand them to be. And again as Boaz and Rinah keep the Sabbatical years according to
Jewish customs, we are keeping the Sabbatical Years according to the historical and Biblical
patterns proven. And both of us are working this Vineyard to show Yehovah’s blessings upon
both of us or upon on section over another depending on which Sabbatical year that section
observes.
So seeing the vineyard attacked by the Locust was very troubling to me. Have I sinned? If so
what sin have I done? All day Sunday and Monday I thought about this and found nothing. Like
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Job I could not see anything I was doing to justify the destruction of the vineyard. I began to
assume Boaz must be at fault here.
In my prayers I began to ask Yehovah to show me how I was sinning. I absolutely hate asking
Him this as this is one prayer He seems to always answer when I do ask. And although I say
that tongue in cheek, I do strongly suggest you all do the same and ask Yehovah to show you
your secret sins and to make them plain as day so you can see them.
I then received another email from Boaz;
Shalom Joe
I have put a few more pictures in the website on the vineyard update page. Today was terrible
– they are starting to eat – we are hoping that the army will help us to deal with the problem
Nothing has been seen like this in 100 years!
Blessings
Boaz
I wrote back to Boaz and asked the following.
Shalom Boaz, two things people have written me. One is that the vines will grow back after the
locust. I do not know. Are the vines done or will they come back?
Grampa Joe
ON Wednesday Boaz wrote me in response to my question.
Shalom Joe,
In answer to your questions
A: The chances of the vines coming back are almost zero. Although the roots of many are still
alive, the grafts have been destroyed. This means that the plant would continue as a fruitless
plant. We have had the ministry of Agriculture experts here to check things out for the last few
days.
B: The area infested covers thousands of acres. It is the largest infestation in over 100 years.
Egypt’s lack of dealing with the swarms before they arrived here caused the magnitude of the
problem. I had never seen anything quite so bad in my entire life. The number of locusts was
estimated in the billions.
Blessings
Boaz
Boaz had then updated the videos showing the swarms of Locust in the vineyard, which you
can see at http://www.shefaisrael.com/vineyard-update.html
Keep in mind across the road is a large tomato producer and another large Pomegranate farm
and right next door is a Large herb farm and then down the road are huge sweet potato farms.
And there are many others around as well.
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Wednesday evening I had a conversation with a brother in New Mexico and I was seeking
some advice on how to deal with all the things on my plate; what to do and how to go about it.
The conversation led around to the Previous News Letter, which was about how you are not to
Tithe, as we do not have a temple or priest hood of Levites for whom the tithe was set up to
take care of.
“But although we are not to tithe” he said to me “we are still required to keep the tithe to the
Widows and orphans and Levites in the 3rd tithe years.” I agreed with him as he said this.
Those are the third and sixth years of a Sabbatical cycle. He went on to confess to me that he
was not able to fulfill this commandment and how he was working on resolving it.
And as he continued to talk I felt a knife going through my heart. The more I thought on it the
more hurt I was feeling. And I tried not to think on it but I could not stop from this point on.
I wanted to tell this brother these thoughts that I am about to explain to you, but I could not for
shame. So I said goodnight and kept thinking on this.
I had started out last year with great enthusiasm and I was determined to spread my 3rd tithes
with as many as I could find. I sent some to widows I knew of and then to some whom I
considered good faithful teachers of the torah and then again to some places who took care of
the orphans. I was faithful in doing this each month from the month of Aviv up to Sukkot.
Then my computer melted and I lost track of to whom I was sending things to and how much I
was to send. It was Sukkot and I was off work for three weeks last year in order to be in Israel
for this Feast.
Once I came home I had an endless amount of repairs on the equipment every week
something would seem to break and the costs were in the multiple thousands of dollars to
repair and to keep working. With each repair I also lost that day or the next from making any
income. And then we had what we call rain days in which we do not work.
This was followed by the loss of the float-moving contract in November and then the loss of
work on the main crew. I was scrambling to find work with the service end of things. This was
a huge reduction in available work. Long story short, we had way more bills than we did
income and it was hard to make ends meet.
I know many of you can say the same thing. And I am writing this to you as much as I am
writing this to myself.
So I said I would make up for the loss of 3rd tithes at a later date because I did not send them
out this week. Trouble was the following week was just as bad or worst for income. My weeks
would turn into 2 or 3 and 4-day weeks due or repairs or weather. It became extremely hard to
just pay the normal monthly bills. After Sukkot we never did get back to paying the 3rd tithe.
And then when the Year ended, I could not ask Yehovah to bless us as we are commanded to
do in Deuteronomy so I overlooked it so as not to have to face my own short coming.
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Jas 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit orphans and
widows in their afflictions, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
Isa 1:16 Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from
before My eyes; cease to do evil; 17 learn to do good; seek judgment, reprove the oppressor.
Judge the orphan, plead for the widow.
I had even written an article or two on supporting the widow and the orphan. At that time I still
was doing so or had intentions of catching up on those payments that I had neglected.
Yehovah is a defender of the widow and the orphan and it is He who has reminded me of this
very hard and fast fact and of my, our part in that. If we want the blessings then we must obey
and keep the commandments and not neglect them.
We read in Deuteronomy
Deu 10:12 And now, Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you, but to fear Jehovah your
God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve Jehovah your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, 13 to keep the commandments of Jehovah, and His statutes,
which I command you today for your good?
This is then followed a couple verse later;
Deu 10:17 For Jehovah your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, the mighty,
and a terrible God, who does not respect persons nor take a bribe. 18 He executes justice for
the fatherless and widow, and loves the stranger in giving him food and clothing.
This begins a long history of how Yehovah looks upon the care of the widows and the orphans.
This was the beginning of Yehovah’s Law for the care of the least in our communities. Those
who were without defenders had Yehovah as their advocate. The third-year tithe was for the
purpose of supporting the Levies, the sojourners and the fatherless and widows.
Deu 14:28 At the end of three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your increase the same
year, and shall lay it up inside your gates. 29 And the Levite, because he has no part nor
inheritance with you, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, who are inside your
gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied, so that Jehovah your God may bless you in
all the work of your hand which you do.
We are to take care of the widow and orphan and the Levite so that Yehovah Can Bless us in
all that we do.
Yehovah commanded us not to pervert justice: to the fatherless (orphans) or the Widows. This
is what I have done by ignoring this issue and this is why I have also shared this with you,
because I am not the only one guilty here.
Deu 24:17 You shall not pervert the rightful judgment of the stranger nor of the fatherless; nor
take a widow’s clothing to pledge. 18 But you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt,
and Jehovah your God redeemed you from there. Therefore I command you to do this thing.
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But we are not just to look after the widow and fatherless and the Levite in the 3rd and 6th
years. No we are also to allow them to take part in our harvests and to have a seat with us at
our feasts.
Deu 24:19 When you cut down your harvest in your field, and have forgotten a sheaf in the
field, you shall not go again to bring it. It shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the
widow; so that Jehovah your God may bless you in all the work of your hand. 20 When you
beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again. It shall be for the stranger, for the
fatherless, and for the widow. 21 When you gather the grapes from your vineyard, you shall
not glean afterward. It shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow. 22 And
you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore I command you to do
this thing.
Deu 14:23 And you shall eat before Jehovah your God in the place which He shall choose to
place His name there, the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the first-born of
your herds and of your flocks, so that you may learn to fear Jehovah your God always. 24 And
if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry it, or if the place is too far from
you, which Jehovah your God shall choose to set His name there, when Jehovah your God
has blessed you, 25 then you shall turn it into silver and bind up the silver in your hand, and
shall go to the place which Jehovah your God shall choose. 26 And you shall pay that silver for
whatever your soul desires, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for
whatever your soul desires. And you shall eat there before Jehovah your God, and you shall
rejoice, you and your household 27 and the Levite within your gates, you shall not forsake him,
for he has no part nor inheritance with you.
When Israel was kept the feasts of Passover, they were to include the fatherless and the
widows and the travelers in with their own families so that they would not be excluded. This
was also true of Shavuot and Sukkot. Yehovah did not want them to be left out of anything that
pertained to His Blessings.
Once we have done this and taken care of the Widows and the Orphans then we are
commanded to come before Yehovah and ask for a blessing.
Here is what I neglected to share as the year ended. My guilt is before me.
Deu 26:7 And when we cried to Jehovah, the God of our fathers, Jehovah heard our voice and
looked on our afflictions and our labor and our oppression. 8 And Jehovah brought us forth out
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with fearful might, and with
miracles and with wonders. 9 And He has brought us into this place, and has given us this
land, a land that flows with milk and honey. 10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of
the land which You, O Jehovah, have given me. And you shall set it before Jehovah your God,
and worship before Jehovah your God. 11 And you shall rejoice in all the good which Jehovah
your God has given to you, and to your house; you, and the Levite, and the stranger in your
midst. 12 When you have made an end of tithing all the tithes of your increase the third year,
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the year of tithing, and have given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow
(that they may eat inside your gates and be filled), 13 then you shall say before Jehovah your
God, I have brought away the holy things out of my house, and also have given them to the
Levite, and to the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all Your
commandments which You have commanded me. I have not broken Your commandments,
neither have I forgotten. 14 I have not eaten of it in my mourning, neither have I put any of it
away for unclean use, nor have I given of it for the dead. I have listened to the voice of
Jehovah my God, and have done according to all that You have commanded me. 15 Look
down from Your holy dwelling, from Heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which
You have given us, as You swore to our fathers, a land that flows with milk and honey. 16
Today Jehovah your God has commanded you to do these statutes and judgments. You
therefore shall keep and do them with all your heart and with all your soul. 17 You have today
said that Jehovah is your God, and that you would walk in His ways, and keep His statutes and
His commandments and His judgments, and listen to His voice. 18 And Jehovah has taken
you today to be His peculiar people, as He has promised you, and to keep all His
commandments, 19 and to make you high above all nations which He has made, in praise and
in name and in honor, and that you may be a holy people to Jehovah your God, even as He
has spoken.
Brethren I have sinned by not completing the 3rd tithe year. I have compounded that sin by not
reminding you of the prayer to ask for a blessing once you have completed giving of your tithes
in the 3rd tithe year.
That Wednesday evening and Thursday I thought about when David sinned with Bathsheba.
Once David admitted to his guilt, Nathan said to him and I have never forgotten these words.
You shall not die.
David the man after Yehovah’s own heart was about to be executed for not repenting of this
sin. And even though he did repent there was still a consequence to pay for it. The child died.
2Sa 12:13 And David said to Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said to
David, Jehovah also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Only, because by this deed
you have given great occasion to the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme, this child born to you
shall surely die.
I also thought of the other time when King David sinned which I did not think was a very bad
sin, when he took a census of the people to see how many were ready for war. Yehovah gave
him a choice between three curses. Those same curses are the exact one that were for that
Sabbatical cycle when this occurred. The 4th Sabbatical cycle.
2Sa 24:10 And David’s heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to
Jehovah, I have sinned greatly in what I have done. And now, I beseech You, O Jehovah, take
away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly. 11 And David rose up in the
morning. And the Word of Jehovah came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, 12 Go and
say to David, So says Jehovah, I offer you three things. Choose one of them, so that I may do
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it to you. 13 And Gad came to David, and told him, and said to him, Shall seven years of
famine come upon you and on your land? Or will you flee three months before your enemies
while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ plague in your land? And advise, and see
what answer I shall return to Him who sent me. 14 And David said to Gad, I am in great
distress. Let us fall now into the hand of Jehovah, for His mercies are great. And do not let me
fall into the hand of man. 15 And Jehovah sent a plague upon Israel from the morning even till
the time appointed. And there died from the people, from Dan to Beer-sheba, seventy
thousand men. 16 And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it,
Jehovah turned from the evil, and said to the angel who destroyed the people, Enough! And
stay your hand. And the angel of Jehovah was by the threshing-place of Araunah the Jebusite.
17 And David spoke to Jehovah when he saw the angel who struck the people, and said, Lo, I
have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? I pray You, let
Your hand be against me and against my father’s house. 18 And Gad came that day to David,
and said to him, Go up! Rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Araunah the
Jebusite. 19 And David went up, according to the saying of Gad, as Jehovah commanded. 20
And Araunah looked and saw the king and his servants coming on toward him. And Araunah
went out and bowed before the king, his face to the ground. 21 And Araunah said, Why has
my lord the king come to his servant? And David said, To buy the threshing-floor from you, to
build an altar to Jehovah, so that the plague may be stayed from the people. 22 And Araunah
said to David, Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him. Behold, oxen for
burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments, and instruments of the oxen for wood. 23 All these
Araunah, like a king, gave to the king. And Araunah said to the king, May Jehovah your God
accept you. 24 And the king said to Araunah, No, but I will surely buy from you at a price. And I
will not offer burnt offerings to Jehovah my God of that which costs me nothing. And David
bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an
altar to Jehovah, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. And Jehovah was entreated
for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel.
As I thought about these things I feared what is about to come. As we are in the third
Sabbatical cycle of Pestilence and Famine and Earthquakes. And I am no King David. Yet I am
concerned none the less.
I also read in Numbers about the rebellion of Korah and then how the people murmured and
then the wrath of Yehovah was kindled and a plaque began.
Num 16:41 But on the next day all the congregation of the sons of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron saying, You have killed the people of Jehovah. 42 And it happened
when the congregation was gathered together against Moses and against Aaron, they looked
toward the tabernacle of the congregation. And behold! The cloud covered it, and the glory of
Jehovah appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.
44 And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, 45 Get away from this congregation so that I may
consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces. 46 And Moses said to Aaron,
Take a fire-pan, and put fire in it from the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly to the
congregation and make an atonement for them. For wrath has gone out from Jehovah. The
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plague has begun. 47 And Aaron did as Moses commanded and ran into the midst of the
congregation. And behold! The plague had begun among the people. And he put on incense,
and made an atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead and the living, and
the plague was stayed. 49 And those who died in the plague were fourteen thousand, seven
hundred, besides the ones who died about the matter of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned to
Moses to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the plague was stayed.
In both cases the plaques did not stop until the Peace offerings were offered up by David and
before that it was the incense was offered up. David did it at what would be the Temple site.
Aaron did it in the camp and ended at the Tabernacle.
What does this mean? How are we to reckon these two stories?
The Peace offerings and the sacrifices David did and the incense Aaron did both represent the
same thing. The prayers of the Saints! We all need to pray over this and to make it right.
I asked Yehovah for forgiveness for my sins that I have done to the Widows and to the
Orphans and to the Levite, those whom I have neglected and not fulfilled my duties to them as
a brother, nor did I obeyed your commandments to do so. I am sorry and I regret this. I regret
that it had to take the invasion of the vineyard by locust and it was not until a friend in
conversation said it to me that I actually understood.
I am sorry.
Later Thursday evening as I prepared the News Letter to go out on Friday I received another
email from Boaz.
Dear Joe and Shabbat Shalom,
We continue our battle against the locust plague with almost every waking hour. Just when we
think we are getting the better of them another swarm arrives. Nothing like this has been seen
in Israel for over 100 years!
And my heart sank. I repented again and felt sick to my stomach for what I now realized I had
done. My ignorance of just how great Yehovah truly is and how He does not let those He loves
sin and get away with it. He does look after the widows and He does see what we do or do not
do.
Israel kept the Sabbaths and the Holy Days and they had the Temple and Yehovah still kicked
them out of the land for not keeping the Sabbatical Years. David wrote the psalms and was
prophetic on much of what he wrote. He was a man after Yehovah’s own heart and yet we
read of how he was about to die had he not repented.
I felt sick for what I had done and did not know what to do now. I repented and I determined to
finish giving what I owed and then some. I will do this over the weeks to come.
Later that Thursday night I received another email from Boaz.
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Dear Joseph,
Just to fill you in a bit on what is going on here in the Negev and the magnitude of the problem
we are facing. Thursday evening saw a drastic reduction in the numbers of locusts. This could
be a result of one of two reasons, either there is nothing left for them to eat or the spraying has
been effective.
Here at Shefa we have been spraying from first light through until we can stand no more or
until we can no longer see them. When this is all finished we will compile a complete report
complete with photographs and video footage.
Until next week, Shabbat Shalom
Boaz and Rinah
Had the curse now passed that I had seen my sin and those of the brethren?
And then as I prepared the Torah portion for last week, the one section was about David’s
buying of the threshing floor after he had sinned by numbering the people. Now I was sure
Yehovah was dealing with me in all of this. And because of that I have shared this with you all.
Yes I have sinned in this a number of times. We all have contributed to the building of this
vineyard. And I have strong suspicions I am not the only one to have neglected our duties to
the widows and orphans and Levites. It is now time for each of us to repent.
We put sin out our lives at Passover. We do this symbolically by removing the leaven from our
homes and property. The leaven represents sin. We are to be perfected in the counting of the
Omer as we get closer and closer to Shavuot.
We have explained in previous articles how Shavuot is the act of sevening ourselves. It is the
Feast of Oaths that we agree to abide by the commandments written down at Sinai. Part of
those commandments are to take care of the widow and orphans. If we do not, then because
of the Oath we are making by sevening ourselves, we could end up suffering the penalty of
death. This is just how serious this sevening process is which culminates with Shavuot.
Last week I explained what the great events yet to come on this day mean. It is the time to
become a part of the family of Yehovah in a rebirth; A spiritual rebirth.
But like the two loaf’s that are offered at this time we still have leaven in us. We are not yet
perfected.
Brethren repent if you have to and do not put this off. Remember the Sabbatical cycle we are
in and repent. This also means you must finish your duties. All of us myself included must stop
playing religion and actually do those things that make us family and united in the Kingdom of
Yehovah. Playing religion are those who read things in the bible and talk about how good they
are and say wouldn’t it be nice if everyone did them, but then they themselves will not do it.
They just talk about it and then forget them when they leave the church hall.
May Yehovah have mercy on us and forgive us our trespasses. May He restore the vineyard
and heal what we have hurt. And Brethren I am sorry to have let you down in this area, of not
leading by example and dropping the ball.
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As I go to post this Newsletter, here is the latest report form Boaz who seems to be exhausted.
Dear Joe,
Apologies for the late send out but we are still at war with the locusts. As soon as we think we
are getting the better of them they appear in another wave! We are spraying many hours every
day; we have to make sure that we deal with the locusts before they mature enough to fly. It
seems at times to be an impossible task.
Blessings and Shabbat Shalom
Boaz and Rinah
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