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Giving Thanks 

 
By Joseph F. Dumond August 3, 2007 

Giving Thanks 

What kind of heart do you have in you. Is it one of thankfulness or is it a coveting heart? 
Something for each of us to consider. 
 
Duet. 28: 47 “Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and gladness of heart, for 
the abundance of everything, 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will 
send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; 

We were not willing to give praise to whom it was due, but instead we went and sat in our pews 
thinking we were being Holy, when in fact we were not. 

Isaiah 29: 13 Therefore the Lord said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths 
And honor Me with their lips, But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward 
Me is taught by the commandment of men.” 
 
Matthew. 15: 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These people draw 
near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And 
in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ” 
 
Jerimiah. 17: 9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know 
it? 10 I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his 
ways, According to the fruit of his doings. 
 
Colossians 3: 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these 
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them. 

It is our covetous heart that is going to bring on the wrath of Yahweh. 
Even King David forgot what he had and did not thank Yahweh for it but instead desired what 
he should not of. 
 
2 Samuel 11: 2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on 
the roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was 
very beautiful to behold. 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, 
“Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 Then David sent 
messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed 
from her impurity; and she returned to her house.  
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King David Coveted Bathsheba 

As you already know Eve coveted the fruit of the lie Satan told her. 
 
Genesis 3: 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of 
the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You 
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. 

Any one of those who have walked this way of life for some time will be able to recognize many 
of the false teachers who take advantage of the sheep on a large scale. Peter explains how 
they are doing it: 
 
2 Peter 2: 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord 
who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their 
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 

3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; 
4  
You need this; you deserve this; you owe it to yourself to get this; you’ll look good in this. 

You can covet till the cows come home and you won’t die, or go to jail. Unlike murder or theft. 
Which are two other commandments. This one, do not covet, is one that is not seen outwardly 
but is a sin on the heart. 
 
Luke 12: 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” 16 Then He spoke a parable to 
them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take 
your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ‘ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will 
be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’ 

Coveting is wanting those things we don’t have and not being content with the things we do 
have. 

Paul speaks of being content in Philippians 4: 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
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abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need. 

Then in Romans Paul tells of those who will reject Yahweh and His torah. 
Romans 1: 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all 
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, 
violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of 
God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also 
approve of those who practice them. 

It is James who tells us where our wars comes from. Covetnous. 
 
James 4:1Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and 
covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

Our covetousness is the desire for pleasure to spend it on ourselves. Timothy connects the 
coveting to being unthankful. 

2 Timothy 3: 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 
For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women 
loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 

Covetousness is the opposite of thankfulness. 

Here in Ephesians we are shown that instead of covetousness we are to give thanks and that 
Covetousness is another form of Idolatry. And again we are warned about the wrath of 
Yahweh. 

Ephesians 5: 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ 
also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma. 
3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among 
you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are 
not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 
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Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 

Isaiah 14: 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of 
the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Satan 
coveted Yahweh’s throne. 
 
And Yahweh saw it in Satan’s heart, in his secrets place. 
 
Psalms 106:1 Praise the Lord! Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy 
endures forever. 
Psalm 88:10 Will You work wonders for the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise You? Selah 
Psalm 115:17 The dead do not praise the Lord, Nor any who go down into silence. 
The dead can’t praise Yahweh but we can while we have life in us! 

We tend to worry about those things we don’t have. Or the bills we can’t pay. Stop doing that . 
Instead give Yahweh the praise He is due for those things that you do have. A family , children 
, a mate, a friend, a roof over your heads, food on the table the society and privileges you have 
come to expect as normal, a job. There is much to be thankful of. No instead far too many of 
us think we need that boat or that type of car or the bigger house, or that cottage, or if only my 
wife or husband was like that one there. We dwell on the things we do not have or cannot 
have. 

Matt 6: 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your 
eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 
will be loyal to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon. 
25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by 
worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 So why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God 
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and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble. 

Many people know these things and have had them told to them from the pulpit many times. 
They will not take them to heart though. It applies to those over there and not to me. Read 
what Yahweh says through Ezekiel. 
 
Ezekiel 33: 30 “As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking about you beside 
the walls and in the doors of the houses; and they speak to one another, everyone saying to 
his brother, ‘Please come and hear what the word is that comes from the Lord.’ 31 So they 
come to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and they hear your words, but 
they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their hearts pursue their 
own gain. 32 Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice 
and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them. 33 And 
when this comes to pass–surely it will come–then they will know that a prophet has been 
among them.” 

Yahweh again warns us in Proverbs about our deceitful covetous heart. 
 
Proverbs 4: 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. 21 Do not 
let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they are life to 
those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out 
of it spring the issues of life. 

Instead of coveting we should be doing what? 
 
Philippians 2: 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let 
each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let 
this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
 
2 Corinthians 10: 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all 
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 

My Friends, there are today about 7 Billion people on this earth and 20% of them are on the 
brink of Starvation. 45% of them live on 2$/ day with their families. I doubt very much if this is 
being read by this percentage of the population. Utilize what God has given you to do His work 
and be thankful for what you have. And don’t feel guilty for being blessed by Him. Be Content. 
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1 Thessalonians 5: 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also 
are doing. 12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are 
over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their 
work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who 
are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one 
renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 
Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

Finally The 10th commandment has always been the one we pay least attention to.  
 
Exodus 20: 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” 
 
You could now say “You shall not covet, but be content in all things and give thanks to God for 
them” 
 
The opposite of coveting is giving thanks for those things we have every day. 

Thank you Brethren for allowing me to share this with all of you. 
 
Joe Dumond 


