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Triennial Torah Study – 2nd Year 17/12/2011   

 
By Joseph F. Dumond  

   

This week’s Triennial Torah reading can be found at: 
https://sightedmoon.com/sightedmoon_2015/files/TriennialCycleBeginningAviv.pdf 

 

Lev 8 Jer 32-33 Prov 19 Acts 16 
 

Leviticus 8 

Aaronic Priesthood Consecrated (Leviticus 8) 
 
The incredible mercy of God is demonstrated in the appointment of Aaron as Israel’s 
ecclesiastical leader. Aaron, after all, had presided over Israel’s idolatry with the golden calf. 
Yet, now forgiven, God gives him another chance—this time to serve as God’s own high priest, 
with Aaron’s sons serving as priests under him. Indeed, the priesthood was to be perpetuated 
through his family from then on. 

This also serves as a reminder that when God forgives, He forgives us completely. In Psalm 
103:12, King David proclaims that God removes our transgressions “as far as the east is from 
the west.” Isaiah 43:25 and Jeremiah 31:34 tell us that He remembers our sins no more. In 
Isaiah 1:18 God says that our sins, formerly as scarlet, “shall be white as snow.” God’s mercy 
and forgiveness toward Aaron are proof that God is equally merciful toward us, both forgiving 
and forgetting our sins. This is possible because, although God has perfect memory of the 
past, while we continue in the process of repentance and overcoming He looks on the new 
person within that He is forming and shaping as distinct from the sinful nature we battle (see 
Romans 7:17). Our old sinful self will one day be eliminated at our transformation to immortal 
incorruption (see 1 Corinthians 15) and only the sinless new self will remain. But thankfully, we 
don’t have to wait until then to be considered forgiven and reckoned as sinless. When we 
repent, God forgives us totally right then and there. 

Leviticus 8 records the consecration, or setting apart, of Aaron and His sons for their important 
responsibility. The entire nation came out to witness the important event. As God’s prophet and 
chief servant on earth, Moses was the only one qualified to ordain Aaron and his sons to their 
offices. Aaron, as the high priest, was anointed through the pouring out of oil upon his head 
(Leviticus 8:12)—symbolic of a special dispensation of God’s Holy Spirit (compare Acts 10:38). 
In ancient Israel, the high priests and kings were anointed. Interestingly, both offices looked 
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forward to the coming of an “Anointed One”—which is the meaning of Mashiach (or Messiah) 
in Hebrew and Christos (or Christ) in Greek. And indeed, Yahshua Messiah now fills both of 
these positions, king and high priest. 

Though Aaron’s sons were not anointed in the same manner he was, they were, along with 
him, sprinkled with anointing oil and blood (Leviticus 8:30; compare 10:7). Furthermore, Aaron 
and his sons were all specially consecrated by the blood of a ram being applied to the right 
ear, right thumb and right big toe of each of them. Some have speculated that this anointing of 
their extremities, top to bottom, represented a total covering by the sacrificial blood. Or 
perhaps it meant something else. The ear often represents hearing—so perhaps their 
willingness to listen to and heed God’s instructions was being sanctified. After all, the phrase 
“this is what the Lord commanded,” or similar words, is stated 10 times in this chapter (verses 
4, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 29, 34, 35, 36). The right thumb is the part of the right hand that allows it to 
function—and the right hand is often symbolic in the Bible of a person’s actions. The priest’s 
actions had to be holy. And as for the big toe, it enables balance in walking and standing— 
which are often representative in Scripture of walking with God, i.e., leading a godly life, and 
remaining steadfast in the faith respectively. These are important qualities for God’s priests— 
qualities we must exemplify too, as we are now God’s chosen holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9). 

We should also take note of the washing of Aaron and his sons. The Keil & Delitzsch 
Commentary states regarding Leviticus 8:6 that Moses “directed them to wash themselves, no 
doubt all over, and not merely their hands and feet. This cleansing from bodily uncleanness 
was a symbol of the putting away of the filth of sin; the washing of the body, therefore, was a 
symbol of spiritual cleansing, without which no one could draw near to God, and least of all 
those who were to perform the duties of reconciliation” (Vol. 1, p. 544). Many of the washing 
rituals of the Old Testament foreshadowed the baptism of the New Testament, and that would 
seem to be true in this case. Again, the New Testament Church is a holy priesthood, each 
individual being cleansed symbolically through washing in water when baptized—although it is 
actually the grace of God through “the blood of Jesus Christ” that “cleanses us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). 

Jeremiah 32 

Jeremiah Buys His Cousin’s Field—A Sign of Hope (Jeremiah 32) 
The events of this chapter occur during the 10th year of Zedekiah (verse 1), which equates to 
the 11th year of Ezekiel’s captivity—for even though Zedekiah’s reign and Ezekiel’s captivity 
began at the same time, Zedekiah’s first year seems to have followed an uncounted accession 
year (see Edwin Thiele, The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings, 1983, pp. 184, 190). 
Zedekiah’s 10th year was the second year of the siege of Jerusalem (587 B.C.). As we earlier 
read, the Egyptian army had approached (Jeremiah 37:5), prompting Nebuchadnezzar to order 
his Babylonian forces to temporarily depart from Jerusalem to confront them. The Egyptians 
suffered a terrible defeat (see Ezekiel 30:21-22) and withdrew back into Egypt. Now the 
Babylonians had returned and their siege of Jerusalem was again underway. On King 
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Zedekiah’s orders, Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard at the palace 
(32:2). “Zedekiah should have known by this time that Jeremiah’s message was not his own. 
Yet he found fault with the prophet’s predictions because they were wholly unfavorable to the 
country and to Zedekiah himself. In plain, unequivocal terms Jeremiah foretold Zedekiah’s fate” 
(Expositor’s Bible Commentary, note on verses 3-5). 

God informs Jeremiah in advance of the visit of his cousin Hanamel. The prophet is to agree to 
Hanamel’s offer to sell him his field in their hometown of Anathoth under the terms of property 
redemption: “Family property must not pass into the hands of an outsider (v. 7). The purpose of 
this law was to keep property in the family and preserve the bond between family and their 
property. For the seller this was duty; for the relative or kinsman-redeemer it was a right… The 
passage reveals that the ancient laws of land tenure were still followed in Judah in spite of its 
apostasy. In addition to the general law for all Israel, these land-tenure laws would in 
Jeremiah’s time have special relevance to alienation of property belonging to priestly families 
—property that should not pass into nonpriestly hands. The situation is all the more dramatic 
since the field Jeremiah was to buy had already been captured by the invading Babylonians” 
(Expositor’s, note on verses 6-7). 

Expositor’s suggests that Hanamel might have been in financial straits (same note). Biblical 
historian Eugene Merrill, however, concludes: “Hanamel obviously believed that, whereas he 
would soon be exiled, Jeremiah would be left behind and, hence, in a position to care for the 
estate” (Kingdom of Priests, p. 465). 

With the Chaldeans outside, the request would have seemed preposterous to anyone who 
found out about it. Yet God directs Jeremiah to go through with the transaction, which the 
prophet does, committing the deed scrolls to his scribe Baruch. “According to custom, one 
copy of a deed was sealed for safekeeping; a second copy was left open for future 
consultation”(Nelson Study Bible, note on verses 10-11). Jeremiah, at God’s command, tells 
Baruch to put both copies in a clay jar to be kept safe for a long time to come (verse 14). 
Interestingly, the oldest copies of the Old Testament, those among the Dead Sea scrolls, were 
found preserved in just such clay jars in the Judean desert—and they had been preserved 
more than 2,000 years! 

Jeremiah relays the point of what God has told him to do: “Houses and fields and vineyards 
shall be possessed again in this land” (verse 15). The exiles will one day return. But the 
prophet then prays to God, seemingly to gain understanding of what was happening, 
mentioning the presently dire circumstances of the nation (verses 16-25). Some commentators 
“have seen a need on Jeremiah’s part for confirmation of the transaction. Still others feel that 
Jeremiah slipped into an attitude of doubt… Given all the circumstances and the tension of the 
political and military situation, such an attitude would be understandable. Jeremiah may have 
longed for some reconciliation of the purchase with his prophecies of Jerusalem’s 
destruction… Although he had explained the meaning of the episode (v. 15), [it is possible that] 
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he was still troubled by its improbabilities; furthermore, he also longed for reassurance for the 
people” (Expositor’s, note on verse 16). 
God then gives His reply reassuring Jeremiah (verse 26-44). Even though the situation 
seemed hopeless, God reminded Jeremiah that nothing is too hard for Him. 

Yes, for the time being He would deal severely with Judah, destroying the very rooftops where 
they burned incense to idols (versed 29). Israel and Judah, in spite of God’s magnificent 
promises to them, had rebelled from the very beginning when they were a young nation. 
Amazingly, God says of the “holy city” of Jerusalem: “For this city has been to Me a 
provocation of My anger and My fury from the day that they built it, even to this day” (verse 31). 
How ironic that the Jews thought that being in that city would save them! The idolatry and 
rebellion became so bad in the end that they even set up their idols in God’s temple. Josiah 
had removed the idols, but the pagan worship was still in their hearts, and it hadn’t taken long 
for them to revert to their old ways. God knew what human nature was like, but even He hadn’t 
expected Judah to stoop so low that they would actually murder their children, sacrificing them 
to the false god Molech (see verse 35, where He uses words He had spoken to Jeremiah 
many years earlier in 7:31). So again, yes, the nation would now be punished as Jeremiah had 
announced (32:36). 

But, as God explains in the remainder of the chapter, He would, in the future, gather the exiles 
back from captivity and resettle them in the land. While the Jewish return from Babylonian 
captivity in the days of Ezra may have been in mind on one level, it is clear that this is not the 
primary meaning of this section. God repeats His promise from chapter 31 to make a new 
covenant with the people of a changed inner being. He refers to it as an “everlasting covenant” 
(verse 40) as in Ezekiel 16:60. And this covenant will be made with all the people, who are 
described as having a unified heart (Jeremiah 32:39). This is obviously describing not the 
ancient return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity but the future return of all Israel and Judah 
at the time of Jesus Christ’s second coming, when the Kingdom of God is established on earth. 
Note the nature of the Kingdom Age. It is not described as transpiring in some “heavenly” 

place above the clouds. People will buy land, sign and seal deeds, and through business 
become prosperous (verse 44). Indeed, this comes back to “the main theme of this chapter. 
[Jeremiah’s] transaction was an example to be universally followed in the future restoration (v. 
43). What he did will be repeated by many others in that coming day” (note on verses 43-44). 

Notice that Jeremiah placed this hopeful chapter right after chapter 31, the New Covenant 
chapter. Indeed, chapters 30-33 are sometimes referred to by commentators as the Book of 
Consolation, as this section looks forward to the wonderful time when Israel will at last be 
restored, spiritually converted and richly blessed. 

National Restoration and the Righteous Branch (Jeremiah 33) 
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This chapter concludes what some have called the “Book of Consolation,” the section 
containing God’s promise of national restoration, before the book of Jeremiah returns to the 
historical aspects of Judah’s downfall. 

The inhabitants of Jerusalem were trying desperately to save their city. As had happened in 
Hezekiah’s day, the people pulled down houses, including some within the palace complex, to 
strengthen the walls (verse 4; see Isaiah 22:10). “Houses that were built along the city walls 
could be torn down and filled with rubble to produce a wider, more solid wall. This was one 
means of combating the sloping earthen siege ramparts that armies constructed opposite 
domestic quarters rather than at heavily fortified towers or gates” (Nelson Study Bible, note on 
Jeremiah 33:4-5). But this effort would prove to be in vain because it was God they were really 
fighting against (verse 5). 

Verse 6 then switches immediately to a message of great hope, when God will bring “health 
and healing.” The captives of both Judah and Israel will return (verse 7), clearly pointing to the 
time of Jesus Christ’s second coming. Jeremiah was still in prison (verse 1) but God was now 
going to encourage him and give him an even greater insight into the wonderful world to come, 
revealing His secrets (verse 3). 

God again tells Jeremiah about the coming new world—prosperity, peace, rebuilt cities, 
forgiveness, fertile pastures, peace for the flocks, safety and an example to the whole world. It 
would be so good that even God Himself will be made happy by it. The New Living Translation 
brings out the impact of this: “Then this city will bring me joy, glory and honor before all the 
nations of the earth! The people of the world will see the good I do for my people and will 
tremble with awe!” (verse 9). The people will be so happy that they will again sing praises to 
God and offer Him their thanks. With regard to the “sacrifice of praise” or “thank offerings,” the 
Harper Study Bible comments: “Jeremiah seems to refer to spiritual sacrifices, not animal 
offerings, i.e., thanksgivings made with the mouth, or what Hosea calls ‘the fruit of our lips’ 
(Hos 14:2)” (note on Jeremiah 33:11). 

In verses 14-16, God repeats the prophecy about the coming “Branch,” given earlier in chapter 
23. “The Messiah is here called a righteous Branch, a true shoot of the stock of King David. 
Many of David’s descendants had become kings of injustice; now the people were looking for 
the coming of a righteous king who would come as the Lord’s anointed or Messiah. The phrase 
The LORD is our righteousness must be understood as, ‘Jesus is our righteousness.’ The word 
‘LORD’ here is ‘Yahweh’ [‘He Is Who He Is’; the Eternal]; in this context, it can only mean 
Jesus the Messiah. Thus Jesus is Yahweh, or God. And the N[ew] T[estament] refers to Jesus 
our Righteousness (cf. 1 Cor 1.30). His righteousness is imputed to us [through His death 
atoning for our sins and His life in us helping us to obey God]. We have no righteousness in 
ourselves, only his righteousness (2 Cor 5.21)” (Harper Study Bible, note on 
Jeremiah 23:5-6). In Jeremiah 33, the name “The Eternal Our Righteousness” is given to 
Jerusalem (verse 16)—as God’s people bear His name and receive His righteousness. 
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Continuity of the Royal and Priestly Lines (Jeremiah 33) 
 
The latter part of Jeremiah 33 is a remarkable section concerning two important family 
lineages. God had promised David that his royal line would continue forever (2 Samuel 
7:1216). This is repeated here with the addition of a second part, the promise of continuity for 
the Levitical priests. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary states: “Monarchy and priesthood were 
the two bases of the O[ld] T[estament] theocracy. When these appeared to be in most danger 
of extinction in Jeremiah’s day, we find their continuance couched in sure and irrevocable 
terms. What is affirmed of the monarchy in v. 17 is promised the priesthood in v. 18. The 
Levitical priesthood is assured a permanent ministry (cf. the promise to Phinehas in Num. 
25:13). As legitimate priests, they will serve the Lord” (note on Jeremiah 33:17-18). 

Yet these promises have appeared to many to contradict history. Neither the occupation of the 
Davidic throne nor the Levitical priesthood’s offering of burnt and grain offerings has been 
continuous. Expositor’s explains in its note on verses 17-18: “If one sees in them a constant 
presence and succession of Davidic rulers and Levitical priests, then, of course, history does 
not validate this interpretation. But the passage claims no such thing. It says only that David’s 
dynasty will never cease. Temporary interruption is only apparent, not true cessation.” 

Yet when would the two offices, brought down with the Babylonian conquest, resume? The 
physical sacrifices of the Levitical priesthood were reactivated when the Jews returned to the 
land of Judah in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. But a few centuries later they were again cut 
off for a short time under Syrian oppression in the second century B.C. After their next 
restoration, they continued until the Romans destroyed the second temple in A.D. 70. Since 
then, nearly 2,000 years have gone by and they have never been reestablished. Of course, the 
priestly descendants have always been there—recognized even. Many Jews today bear the 
names Cohen, Cohn, Kahane, Kagan, Kahn or some other variant, meaning “priest.” No doubt 
many of priestly descent have continued to serve in a “priestly capacity” as teachers and 
officiators at religious functions. In fact, some have speculated that the true ministry of Jesus 
Christ has always had descendants of the Levitical priesthood among its numbers, and that 
may well be. But the prophecy here specifically mentions burnt and grain offerings. Sacrifices 
are elsewhere prophesied to be reestablished among the Jews soon before Christ’s return—to 
be performed once again, no doubt, by the Levitical priesthood. But these too will be cut off. 
Then, as the last section of Ezekiel informs us, sacrifices will be reinstated under Levitical 
priests after Jesus Christ returns to set up His 1,000-year reign over the earth. Indeed, this 
ultimate resumption appears to be the main focus of this passage in Jeremiah—or, more 
accurately, the continuity of the priestly line that will make this millennial resumption possible. 

What then of the Davidic throne? Since the prophecy of David’s descendants is intertwined 
with that of the Levites, they are usually viewed as being similarly fulfilled. Based on the gaps 
in the Levitical service, many have interpreted this section of Jeremiah with the view of a very 
long gap in the occupation of David’s throne—from Jerusalem falling to the Babylonians more 
than 2,500 years ago until David’s descendant, Jesus Christ, comes to claim the throne at His 
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yet-future return to then reign forever. But while that is no doubt the ultimate focus of verse 17, 
parallel with the messianic prophecy of verses 14-16, it does not fully consider the section that 
immediately follows, which speaks of a vast pool of Davidic descendants (verse 22) from which 
God will draw “rulers” (plural) to set over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (verse 
26). Since this multiplicity of rulers of Davidic descent cannot logically apply solely to Christ’s 
millennial rule, it must mean that David’s throne would be reestablished before Christ’s coming 
to allow multiple occupants of the throne. So we see that we should view the prophecy here 
about the Davidic line somewhat differently from that of the Levitical priesthood and sacrifices. 
The prophecies are intertwined not because they are fulfilled in exactly the same way and time 
frame, but to show that these two bedrocks of Israelite government, both civil and 
ecclesiastical, would both be reestablished. God says His promises in this regard are more 
certain than the cycle of day and night (verses 20, 25). Of course, the ultimate fulfillment of 
both prophecies would come in the same time frame—when Christ comes to rule the earth. 

Again, though, it should be clear that David’s throne would be reestablished even before the 
coming of Christ. In fact, Psalm 89 adds a very important detail in this regard. God there 
reveals that He promised to David, “Your seed I will establish forever, and build up your throne 
to all generations” (verse 4). So although there could be vacancies in the occupation of David’s 
throne, a generation could not pass before that vacancy was filled. This means a generation 
could not have passed from the deposing of Zedekiah at the fall of Jerusalem until the 
reestablishment of the throne. But that throne was never reestablished in Judah. So what 
happened? 

Notice that Jeremiah 33:17 says that, from the time this prophecy was given, David would not 
lack a descendant to sit on the throne not of the house of Judah, but of the house of Israel. 
This makes sense when we recall from Ezekiel 17:22-24 the prophecy of the transfer of the 
Davidic throne from Judah to Israel. Jeremiah himself would be instrumental in this transfer, 
with his curious commission “to root out and to pull down” and then “to build and to plant” 
(Jeremiah 1:10). God would use him to transplant the Davidic dynasty through a daughter of 
Zedekiah from Judah to the Israelites in ancient Ireland, from where it would later be 
transferred to Scotland and then to England—eventually becoming the British royal family of 
today. (For more details documenting this little-understood history, see our online publication 
The Throne of Britain: Its Biblical Origin and Future at 
http://www.ucg.org/brp/materials/throne/index.html.) 

Proverb 19 – a Commentary this week from Matthew Henry on chapter 19 

A poor man who fears God, is more honourable and happy, than a man without wisdom and 
grace, however rich or advanced in rank. 

What good can the soul do, if without knowledge? And he sins who will not take time to ponder 
the path of his feet 
Men run into troubles by their own folly, and then fret at the appointments of God. 

http://www.ucg.org/brp/materials/throne/index.html
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Here we may see how strong is men’s love of money. 

Those that tell lies in discourse, are in a fair way to be guilty of bearing false-witness. 
We are without excuse if we do not love God with all our hearts. His gifts to us are past 
number, and all the gifts of men to us are fruits of his bounty. 

Messiah was left by all his disciples; but the Father was with him. It encourages our faith that 
he had so large an experience of the sorrows of poverty. 

Those only love their souls aright that get true wisdom. Lying is a damning, destroying sin. A 
man that has not wisdom and grace, has no right or title to true joy. It is very unseemly for 
one who is a servant to sin, to oppress God’s free-men. 

He attains the most true glory who endeavours most steadily to overcome evil with good. Christ 
is a King, whose wrath against his enemies will be as the roaring of a lion, and his favour to his 
people as the refreshing dew. 

It shows the vanity of the world, that we are liable to the greatest griefs where we promise 
ourselves the greatest comfort. A discreet and virtuous wife is more valuable than house and 
riches. A sluggish, slothful disposition makes men poor; it brings them to want. And this applies 
both to the present life and that which is to come. 

If we keep God’s word, God’s word will keep us from everything really hurtful. We abuse the 
doctrine of free grace, if we think that it does away the necessity and advantage of obedience. 
Those that live at random must die. This truth is clearly taught in words enough to alarm the 
stoutest sinner. 

God has chosen the poor of this world, to be rich in faith, and heirs of his kingdom. When 
parents keep under foolish tenderness, they do their best to render children a comfort to them, 
and happy in themselves. The spared and spoiled child is likely to become a man of great 
wrath. 

Those that would be wise in their latter end, must be taught and ruled when young. 
What should we desire, but that all our purposes may agree with God’s holy will? It is far better 
to have a heart to do good, and want ability for it, than to have ability for it, and want a heart to 
it. Those that live in the fear of God, shall get safety, satisfaction, and true and complete 
happiness. 

Indolence, when indulged, so grows upon people, that they have no heart to do the most 
needful things for themselves. A gentle rebuke goes farthest with a man of understanding. 

The young man who wastes his father’s substance, or makes his aged mother destitute, is 
hateful, and will come to disgrace. It is the wisdom of young men to dread hearing such talk as 
puts loose and evil principles into the mind. Those are the worst of sinners, who are glad of an 
opportunity to sin. 
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The unbelief of man shall not make God’s threatening of no effect. Christ himself, when 
bearing sins not his own, was not spared. Justice and judgment took hold of our blessed 
Surety; and will God spare obstinate sinners? 

Acts 16 

We left last week with Paul and Barnabas going in different directions to spread the Good 
News of Messiah. Paul took with him Silas and traveled through Syria and Kilikia and they 
have now come to Derbe and Lustra. Derbe and Lustra were located in the Roman province of 
Galatia in South Central Asia Minor. This is where Paul and Barnabas had fled to when the 
people of Iconia wanted to stone them. We are introduced to Timothy in v 1 as a “taught one” 
and we are told Timothy has a believing Jewish mother and a Greek father. Many of the 
brothers in Lustra and Iconion spoke very highly of Timothy, and Paul wanted to bring him 
along for the work. We are told that Paul had Timothy circumcised for the work because of the 
Pharisaic Jews in those areas – and they already knew that Timothy was the son of a Greek. 
One wonders why Paul did this, in light of the decision made in Jerusalem and Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy were traveling around the young believing assemblies sharing this decision with them. 
We can assume it was to minimize contention – and all the assemblies were strengthened and 
increased in number every day, v.5. 

In verses 6 & 7 we are told the first time of the Holy Spirit blocking Paul, Silas, and Timothy 
from going into Asia (to the east). We are not given the reason why except that later we are 
told that Paul has a dream in which a man came to him from Macedonia pleading with them to 
come to Macedonia. A good assumption would be that as we are told in Scripture “man makes 
his plans, by Yehovah guides his steps.” Proverb 16:9. Believing this was a dream given by the 
Spirit of Elohim, they arose and made their way to Macedonia. 

They sailed through a few port cities and made their way to Phillipi, the principle city in 
Macedonia and stayed there. On the Sabbath day, Paul, Silas, and Timothy made their way 
down to a place by a river there (where there used to be prayer) and were sharing the Good 
News of the Master with the people there. A woman named Ludia was also there and she was 
hearing what the Spirit was witnessing through Paul and others and we are told that the 
Messiah “opened” her to hear and receive the Message in belief. Ludia was immersed and all 
her household and she urged them to stay with her in her home. 

In v 16 we are told of a “slave girl” who is possessed. She was possessed by the spirit of 
Puthon. Interesting that not only is she possessed but we are told she is a slave girl. So she is 
in bondage both literally and spiritually. Puthon was known to be the spirit of divination and 
future telling. She begins following Paul and the crowd and verbally she sounds as if she is 
supporting their message saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High Elohim, who 
proclaim to us the way of deliverance.” v 17. She was with them and following them many days 
we are told. Paul is given insight to see through her and her words and is greatly annoyed with 
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her. So even though her words are one declaration, we are to still listen to the Voice of the 
Spirit to discern what is going on with people. 

Paul turns to her and says, “I command you in the Name of Yahshua Messiah to come out of 
her.” v 18, and the spirit of Puthon left her that very hour. Her masters did not like this, for she 
was the way by which these men made their money. This caused them to take hold of Paul, 
Silas, and Timothy and drag them to the rulers of the city. They accused them of disturbing the 
city (now that their message was effecting their pocket-books) and trying to disrupt their 
“Roman ways” and get them to do things “Romans” do not do. Then the crowd also turned 
against Paul, the rulers (captains) tore off the cloths of Paul, Silas, and Timothy and 
commanded them to be beaten with rods and then threw them into prison. 

In prison, the witnesses began singing and praising Elohim and all the prisoners were hearing 
them. About midnight, an earthquake, and the foundations of the prison were shaken, the 
doors were opened, and the chains fell off of them! The ruckus awakened the prison guard 
who, when seeing the doors opened and the missing prisoners was going to take his own life 
because he knew his punishment for escaped prisoners was death. Paul cried out to him not to 
do this because they (the prisoners) were all still there, they had not run away. To this jailer, 
this was tantamount to saving his life! He ran in and fell to the feet of Paul and Silas, and his 
heart was softened toward them. His question, “Masters, what do I have to do to be saved?” 
v30 

The answer to the jailer, “Believe on the Master Yahshua Messiah, and you shall be saved, 
you and your household.” v 31. Paul, Silas, and Timothy witnessed to them the Word of 
Yehovah, the jailer and his family washed the wounds of the men, and all were immersed. 
They sat down and shared a meal together. Daylight came and they all received word that they 
were to be released, though secretly. Paul would have no part in a secret release for he was a 
Roman citizen and had been beaten publicly without trial which was against Roman law. This 
word was returned to the captains who were terrified when they heard they were Roman 
citizens, so they did as Paul asked and lead them publicly and publicly “asked” them to leave 
the city. They went back to Ludia’s place and were strengthened when they saw their brothers 
in Messiah. 

 


