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We continue this weekend with our regular Triennial Torah reading which can be found 
at https://sightedmoon.com/sightedmoon_2015/files/TriennialCycleBeginningAviv.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Deut 17 1 Chron 19-21  1 Thes 4-5 

 
 

Deu 17 

 
In Deuteronomy 17 the first section is speaking of implementing capital punishment. How it was to be done 
by the witness of two witnesses. And how the whole community was to be part of the execution of this 
punishment. 
 
Deu 17:13 And all the people shall hear and fear, and not be presumptuous any more. 
IN doing this it would deter others from also doing the same thing in the future. 

IN our modern more sophisticated times we have decided not to do this. Instead we put the guilty in jails 
and then allow them come to a parole hearing in which we have to subject the victims’ families to this 
horror over and over each year in order to keep the guilty in jail. 

We also pay out billions to house and feed and control those in jails each year and we are running out of 
room. And the current system does not deter anyone as they all know they can maybe get away with it or at 
worse they get three square meals a day for the rest of their lives and not have to worry about paying for 
anything. 

The rest of Deut deals with the Kings of Israel. First of all it is Yehovah who chooses your Kings. This is 
diametrically opposite to the constitutions of most nations today of whom the people choose who is going to 
rule over them. 

Notice verse 15. You shall not set a stranger over you. One who is not your brother. Something the USA 
has not heeded the last two elections. 
Deu 17:14 When you come to the land which Jehovah your God gives you, and shall possess it and shall 
live in it and shall say, I will set a king over me, like all the nations around me, 
Deu 17:15 you shall surely set a king over you, whom Jehovah your God shall choose. You shall set a king 
over you from among your brothers. You may not set a stranger over you, who is not your brother. 
Deu 17:16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, so as to 
multiply horses, because Jehovah has said to you, You shall return no more that way from now on. 
Deu 17:17 Nor shall he multiply wives to himself, so that his heart does not turn away. Nor shall he greatly 
multiply silver and gold to himself. 
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You also are to be Kings and Priests in the Kingdom of Yehovah how many of you have read the Torah 
cover to cover let alone written it all out word for word. 

Deu 17:18 And it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write a copy of this Law in a 
book from before the priests, the Levites. 
Deu 17:19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to fear 
Jehovah his God, to keep all the words of this Law, and these statutes, to do them, 
Deu 17:20 so that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he does not turn aside from the 
commandment, to the right or the left, so that he may make his days longer in his kingdom, he and his sons, 
in the midst of Israel. 
 
1 Chronicles 19-21 

The threshing floor David purchases from Ornan the Jebusite eventually becomes the site of the temple 
Solomon builds. How did David know to choose that site for the temple? In our last reading, we were 
informed that this is where God directed that a new altar be built (1 Chronicles 21:18)—one that He 
miraculously sanctioned by fire from heaven (verse 26). The passage in 22:1 sounds like a light suddenly 
came on in David’s mind as he mentally connected the dots. “By the miraculous sign of fire from heaven, 
and perhaps other intimations, David understood it to be the will of God that the national place of worship 
should be fixed there, and he forthwith proceeded to make preparations for the erection of the temple on 
that spot” (Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown Commentary, note on verse 1). “…This is to be the house because 
this is the altar. The temple was built for the sake of the altar” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary, note on 
verse 1). 
It is interesting to consider the fact that the site was a threshing floor, where chaff was separated from grain. 
Speaking of Jesus Christ, John the Baptist said, “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 
clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with 
unquenchable fire” (Luke 3:17). 
Although David is not allowed to build the temple himself (1 Chronicles 22:8), he has not been prevented 
from conducting preparations for it—and these he carries out thoroughly and abundantly (verse 5). David 
instructs Solomon on what to do regarding this temple, points out his need for wisdom—which Solomon 
remembers at a critical point (2 Chronicles 1:7-10)—and admonishes him to obey God (instruction he will 
not continue to do so well with over the course of his life). 
David also makes it quite clear that Solomon is to be the next king. He recounts God’s original promise 
concerning Solomon in 1 Chronicles 22:9-10. These verses are dual in application, referring to both 
Solomon and the future Messiah. Solomon’s name means “Peaceful.” And note that God specifically and 
specially calls him “My son.” Solomon’s mostly peaceful reign is a definite type of the coming peaceful 
reign on earth of David’s descendant Jesus Christ, the ultimate Prince of Peace and Son of God—who is 
commissioned by God the Father to build a spiritual temple, the Church. 
In Proverbs 4:1-9, we find Solomon passing David’s instructions about obedience and the pursuit of 
wisdom and understanding on to his own children. In this passage, we have words of David recorded 
outside his psalms or the accounts of his life. And they are words we would all do well to heed. 
 
1 Thess 4-5 

It is most appropriate that these two chapters are here in this week’s Torah portion. And especially as I have 
written this week’s newsletter not knowing until now. 

I shall let the words of Paul have the final say as they comfort you knowing the times and seasons as I have 
already written to you. 



1Th 4:13 But I would not have you ignorant, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, that you be not 
grieved, even as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 
will also bring with Him all those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. 15 For we say this to you by the 
Word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord shall not go before those 
who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And so we shall ever 
be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1Th 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need that I write to you. 2 For you 
yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall 
say, Peace and safety! Then sudden destruction comes on them, as travail upon a woman with child. And 
they shall not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness, that the Day should overtake you like a thief. 
5 You are all the sons of light and the sons of the day. We are not of the night, or of darkness. 6 Therefore 
let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us watch and be calm. 7 For those sleeping sleep in the night, and those 
being drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be calm, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love and the hope of salvation for a helmet. 9 For God has not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we watch or 
sleep we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort one another, and edify one another, even as 
you also do. 12 And, brothers, we beseech you to know those who labor among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and who admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace 
among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brothers, warn those who are unruly, comfort the faint-hearted, 
support the weak, be patient toward all. 15 See that none gives evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue the 
good, both towards one another and towards all. 16 Rejoice evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In 
everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19 Do not quench the 
Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophesying. 21 Prove all things, hold fast to the good. 22 Abstain from every 
appearance of evil. 23 And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blamelessly at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who called 
you, who also will do it. 


